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Autumn Nationals 2018
Jinny Fuss

The Autumn Nationals were held at the
Showgrounds from May 3 to May 7. I was very
pleased at the number of entries – entries in
2017 were a record and this year there were
only slightly fewer.
Because of the higher numbers, we were again
able to use the entire Ridley Centre, with the
playing area in the southern part and a break-out
area in the north.
The players seem to
appreciate having an area to which they can
retreat, particularly when the weather is
inclement as it was on the frst day. It’s also
good from an organisational perspective as it
reduces the noise while people are still playing.
Next year I’ll see if I can round up more chairs to
make it even more attractive.
The Pairs (Open, Seniors, Women and Under
Lifemaster) took place on the Thursday and
Friday. As always there were a few glitches in
the frst session (we seem to get diferent ones
each year!) but thankfully things ran smoothly
from then on. Well, almost . . .
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I get plenty of comments and suggestions and
try to incorporate some of these in future events.
Recycling has been mentioned several times, so
this year I thought I’d try to do our bit for the
environment. I got a nice yellow bin, made a
sign “Recycling – Bottles and Cans” and put
both just outside the entry to the playing area,
with the idea that the proceeds would beneft
Youth Bridge. I checked at the end of the frst
day to see how successful the experiment had
been. Total contents of the bin? One apple
core! Every director and tournament organiser
will tell you that bridge players don’t read and
don’t listen, but I didn’t realise it was that bad!
Undeterred, we rescued a few bottles and cans
and put them in the bin, hoping to give players a
hint to follow. I checked later the next morning to
see how successful that had been – the bin was
empty again! Turns out the cleaner had been
very diligent and emptied the yellow bin too.
Hmm, back to the drawing board. Anybody got
a better idea?
The Teams events took place on Saturday and
Sunday, after the presentation of prizes to the
winners of the Pairs events. Steve from TBIB
Insurance Brokers (the major sponsor this year)
was to have presented the prizes but was unable
to arrive until lunchtime. He still had time after
his arrival to organise lucky door prizes of
vouchers to Paul Lavings’ bridge bookshop.
The fnal of the Teams event took place on
Monday and proved to be a very close match,
with the lead changing several times.
While the Final was happening, lesser mortals
enjoyed another day of bridge, either Teams or
Pairs. All Clubs afliated with SABF were invited
to send rookie players (my defnition, less than
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25 masterpoints each) to experience their frst
major competition. Seven pairs accepted the
invitation and by all accounts enjoyed the day.
Each took home a book as a memento. I will try
and grow this event in the future, please help by
encouraging any rookies you know to come
along.
My thanks must go to all those who helped at
the event, to those who provided support and
encouragement, and most importantly to our
sponsors. This year these were TBIB Insurance
Brokers, Lyndoch Lavender Farm, Unley
Computer Repairs and Australian Bridge
magazine.

•

National Technology Ofcer
The ABF is continuing to move forward on a
number of strategic fronts as part of an overall
plan to grow duplicate bridge in Australia.
Bridge, like many other sporting, social and
recreational activities, is facing signifcant threats
to its growth and viability.
The ABF therefore has an immediate strategic
need to appoint a National Technology Ofcer
with the vision to oversee the design,
development and implementation of a national
technology strategy over the period 2019-21.
Key duties of the position include:
•
•
•

to identify the key technology risks facing
bridge in Australia;
to develop a three-year strategy and
roadmap to mitigate those risks;
to work with the ABF’s national
coordinators in the areas of teaching,
marketing, directing and organising our
major tournaments and developing youth
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bridge to address their emerging
technology needs relating to key areas
such as:
◦ website and App development;
◦ email distribution and database
management;
◦ an online bridge presence for
playing, marketing, learning and
teaching;
◦ social media;
◦ scoring systems; and
◦ club and event management
including entries and payment
systems
ensuring the ABF has sufcient control
over the ABF’s critical software IP and
hardware systems either directly or
through licence agreements.
to work with interested parties including
the private sector, and international
bridge authorities to develop a
cooperative approach to addressing
technology risks.

Applications, in the form of a statement of claim
and previous work experience, are invited from
suitably qualifed persons to undertake the
above key duties.
Knowledge of bridge and bridge events is an
advantage. The ABF envisages this being a
part-time consulting position. Remuneration is
negotiable depending on previous experience
but a range of $20,000 to $25,000 is initially
envisaged.
Applications should be submitted by email to the
ABF Secretary at abf_secretary@live.com.au on
or before 15 June 2018.
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Competing over 1NT
John Pearson

In the last issue we looked at balancing —
re-opening the auction when the opponents
have found a ft but showed no interest in game,
suggesting that we can likely get a better score
by seeking our own ft.
The fact that they have an 8-card ft suggests
that we likely have one too, which makes it safer
to compete; and the fact that they have shown
length in one or more suits helps guide us in
choosing our own trump suit.
Balancing is an important technique that, at the
least, forces the opposition to make a judgement
as to whether they should compete to the three
level; but what if they haven't found a ft of their
own?
If they have opened in a suit but failed to get
support from partner and also failed to support
their partner's suit, then they may already be in
trouble; and the conventional wisdom is that if
you don't have a hand suitable for making an
overcall or takeout double in your own right, you
are likely best of and safer leaving them to their
own devices. But if they have opened 1NT
things can be more complicated.
All the systems you're likely to meet in duplicate
competition open 1NT on a balanced hand with
a fairly narrow point range - commonly either
15-17HCP or 12-14HCP. Responder knows
immediately whether game is plausible, and with
NT as the highest-scoring denomination they are
likely to let things lie if they are essentially
balanced and their side has fewer than about
24HCP between them.
Competing in these auctions can be hazardous your side may have signifcantly fewer points
than the opposition, and as you have to enter the
auction at the 2 level you have limited space to
negotiate with your partner.
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While some people play a double of the 1NT
opening as a takeout double, that's problematic:
you're telling partner that in principle you have
support for the unbid suits; but with four unbid
suits and only 13 cards in your hand, if that were
true then you would be so fat that it's hard to
see why you'd prefer to raise the level of the
auction to play in a suit contract, rather than
defend 1NT—you could get a better score in
defence for winning fewer tricks. Additionally—
and I say this as someone who prefers to play a
12-14HCP 1NT—giving up the opportunity to
double a weak 1NT for penalties with a good
hand is a great shame, and places you at a
signifcant disadvantage.
If you have a balanced hand, even one with a
5-card suit, it's not clear that you're better of
coming into the auction. If you fnd support in
your partner's hand it may be all for ther best,
but if not then hindsight may reveal that you
were best of defending, or that your partner had
a long suit of his own that would have been a
better choice.
So as a rule, if you have a balanced hand and
you aren't strong enough to double for penalties,
the prudent course of action is usually to just
pass and defend 1NT.
On the other hand, with a single long suit (say,
6+) or a genuine 2- or 3-suited hand you have
rather better prospects of fnding a playable ft
with your partner, and so the risk of incurring a
signifcant penalty by entering the auction is
reduced.
If you're going to enter the auction then it's
important that your partner knows what to
expect of your hand, and how to respond. If
you're a strictly one-suited hand partner should
mostly be happy to accept your choice of suit,
but if you have two or more suits, they need to
know that your frst suit may not be 6 cards long
and that there are alternatives. So most people
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have some scheme more complicated than
simply calling their longest suit.

Major. The downside is that you forgo the
opportunity to play in 2♦.

In fact, a little research reveals a mind-boggling
array of conventions for this purpose, dating
from the very earliest days of contract bridge
and continuing to grow over the ensuing
decades—conventions
like
Astro,
Aspro,
Crowhurst, SOAP, and Cappelletti, to name just
a few. As with any conventional call, the single
most important consideration is that you and
your partner have a clear understanding.

You may have noticed that we haven't actually
spelled out how long your Majors should be for
these bids - that's because, while it isn't entirely
a matter of taste, opinions vary. Ideally, you
want the option to compete with any hand that's
unbalanced—particularly if it has at least one
Major—but partner should be free to play in 2 of
a Major whenever possible; and while a 5-2 ft
may be playable, playing in a 4-2 ft is likely to be
an uncomfortable experience.

Cappelletti is probably the most popular of these
conventions today and this, or a minor variation
called Modifed Cappelletti, is the one you're
most likely to run into in the wild; the basic
convention is fairly straightforward, and this is
how it works.
Over the opponent's 1NT opening, your options
are:
X:
2♣:
2♦:
2♥:
2♠:
2NT:

Penalties
Any single-suited hand
Both Majors
♥ and a minor
♠ and a minor
5-5 in the minors

Over 2♣, partner is expected to bid 2♦ as a
"pass or correct" bid; any other bid shows
partner has their own, very clear idea as to what
should be trumps.
Over 2♦, partner is expected to take note of
your shape, and choose a trump suit (ideally,
one of your Majors).
Over 2♥ and 2♠ partner will pass if possible, or
bid 3♣ if they'd rather play in your minor.
Modifed Cappelletti basically just swaps the frst
two steps - 2♣ shows both Majors, and 2♦ is for
single-suited hands. Using Modifed Capelletti,
partner has the option of calling 2♦ over 2♣,
which carries the message that they have no
preference and you should call your longer
SABF Newsletter

Playing Modifed Cappelletti, it's safe to play
2♦ as at least 5-4 either way; partner with three
cards in each Major can be assured of a 5-3 ft
by caling 2♦ over your 2♣ call.
No scheme is perfect (that's why there are so
many to choose from), and playing Cappelletti
this way means you don't have a legitimate call if
you hold a 4-card Major and a longer minor; this
sometimes makes it hard to safely fnd a 4-4
Major ft. To allow for this, some partnerships
play 2♥ and 2♠ as showing at least 4 cards in
the Major with a 5+card Minor, but that just
changes which hand shapes cause problems.
My partner and I play a diferent scheme which
we call Agnolotti (Cappelletti is Mike Cappelletti's
surname, but Capelletti is also a variety of flled
pasta - and Agnolotti is another, usually found
next to the Capelletti and Tortellini in your
supermarket's fridge).
It's a fairly simple scheme; over the opponent's
1NT opening, your options are:
2♣:
2♦:
2♥:
2♠:
2NT:
3♣:
3♦:

6+♥, or exactly 4♥ in a 2-suiter;
6+♠, or exactly 4♠ in a 2-suiter;
5+♥ in a 2-suiter;
5+♠ in a 2-suiter;
Both minors
6+♣, single-suited
6+♦, single-suited
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Partner can choose to play in whichever suit
we've shown—working on the assumption that
2♣ and 2♦ will be a 4-card suit—or, if we've
shown a possible 2-suiter bid the step (e.g.,
2♦ over 2♣) to ask to play in our long suit. Just
as in Modifed Cappelletti, we've given up the
ability to play in 2♦, but we can show both 4and 5 card Major suits so partner knows where
they stand. Over an Agnolotti bid at the 2 level,
partner also has the option to bid 2NT: this works
exactly the same as the step bid, but means they
are guaranteed a further bid - occasionally
useful if they have a good hand, or would rather
raise the level of the auction and—if necessary
—name their own suit, rather than risk having us
pass the "step" response.
As I said earlier, the single most important
consideration is that you have a clear agreement
with your partner; so if you haven't already
reached a good understanding on how to defend
against and compete over 1NT openings, take
the time to sit down and work something out.

The World Championship
Wednesday Day Teams

Cathy Chua

Contract: 4♥
LHO has opened 1♦ and leads the ♠K
Plan the play
♠A42
♥AQ8
♦KQ9
♣A864
♠J76
♥JT9543
♦84
♣K7
I take my cue for the title of this article from
those ten pin bowling competitions you see on
Foxtel. You are told it’s some world
SABF Newsletter

championship bowling event and it turns out to
be several suburbs from Milwaukee getting
together for a bash. I’m pretty sure there isn’t
another Wednesday Day Teams with all the bells
and whistles in the world, so why not call it the
WC.
Not to mention the event was graced by the
presence of a World Champion at one session.
US star Kate McCallum spent a few days in
Adelaide and came to kibitz while here. She
loves Adelaide at frst sight, including SABA, so I
think we’ll be able to expect her on a more
regular basis in the future as she tries to
organise a life which will entail spending more
time in Australia.
When I sat down for round one of the 2018
Wednesday teams at SABA, it was the frst local
tournament I’d played there since 1985. For my
money it’s still the best bridge club in the world.
Accommodation, location, facilities, organisation,
community, vision – it’s got the lot and it’s
managing to keep the prices of everything down
which is not nothing, as I discovered whilst
talking to a player who seemed to think, as she
helped herself to a free cup of cofee, that prices
could be less. In my opinon the club does
brilliantly to provide the best for least. Point for
comparison: I’ve played a few times at a club in
Geneva which charges 15CHF (about $22),
drinks are extra and there are no hand-records
or even pre-dealt hands.
One thing has changed since my regular days at
SABA and that’s the existence of the South
Australian Bridge Federation. I gather that the
Wednesday Teams is their baby and a strapping
young thing it is. Is there anywhere else in the
world that has such an excellent tournament
available for daytime players? Twenty-two teams
played a Swiss format of two matches a session
to qualify teams for fnals. My team – DOECKE –
was seeded one and just snuck through to the
fnals. Thereafter, the only times looked tricky
May 2018
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was the frst set of the fnals which saw us
22 IMPs down at the half against DE LUCA.
From then on we powered through, crushing
ZOLLO (sorry, ex-partner) in the preliminary, and
then cruised through the fnal against HOCKING.
For me the event was a chance to reacquaint
myself with the game of bridge. My last
tournament was the 2010 NOT. Hard to believe
after many years of playing bridge day in, day
out (including Christmas Day) that I would have
spent eight years without touching a card (more
or less) but there it is. I am very lucky, however,
that when in Adelaide Justin Williams drags me
out for the odd game – and this year for the frst
time it was a whole tournament. By the end I felt
like I had half a clue how to play again. I confess
I was really apprehensive about it all, especially
since I was taking the seat of Joe Hafer who
had won it with Justin the year before. Clearly
nothing but winning would do.
While Kate was watching me in the semi-fnal, I
took a couple of crazy bids that worked. Some
combination of feeling like the match was close
enough that we needed to be precise and no
doubt also having lost touch with what good
bidding is. I don’t know if I just got lucky or if the
justifcations for the bids that I made in my own
head were real. Bidding’s like that: proof’s hard
to come by.
The play’s another thing. Even though not
everything is known, there is more to guide you
than principles, it all feels solid and real. In fact
while Kate was here, I asked her how she sets
about teaching declarer play and she groaned.
It’s not her thing. True, she’s famous as a bidder,
but still, you don’t get to be a world champion
without being able to take tricks. Well, I love
playing the cards and I love teaching people how
to be declarer. In my opinion it is imperative to
be curious about how card play works in order to
become the best player you can. Always ask
how you should have played it, and never look at
SABF Newsletter

the hand record to work that out. The hand
record only tells you how you would have made
it.
Our result in the fnal against HOCKING was
never in doubt, but along the way our opponents
did some good things. Justin and I played
throughout and as nobody exercised their rights
to change the seating, we played four sessions
against Andy Babiszewski and Andrew Eddie.
As they were shaky in the bidding, I assume it
was a new partnership. But it was a pleasure to
play against somebody who defends as well as
Andy does. This hand was board 2 of the
second half of the fnal.
♠A42
♥AQ8
♦KQ9
♣A864
♠J76
♥JT9543
♦84
♣K7
You are in 4♥ and LHO has opened a Precision
1♦. There are a series of questions you must
ask and answer before deciding on anything
after dummy comes down. First you ask how
many winners and losers you have. You count
your winners in NT, and in suit contracts, as
here, you frst count your losers. Maybe one
Heart, two Spades and a Diamond. Next you ask
yourself, ‘What can go right on the hand?’ as
you try to make those four possible losers shrink
to three. Well, the Heart fnesse might work. Or,
the Diamond fnesse. If the ♦A is onside, then
eventually you can discard a Spade on a
Diamond. Wow, in that case, you might even
make an overtrick!
There is also another little trick that could come
in handy. If you duck the frst Spade and the
defence continues with that suit, you will avoid a
May 2018
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second Spade loser. This is no cost to you on
this hand. Or to be precise, you could come a
cropper. Duck, and duck the next to the Queen,
and a ruf on the next round, ouch. But I think
the odds of that are remote. Probably opener is
simply making a natural lead from top honours.
Sure enough, after you duck the frst Spade,
LHO shifts to a Heart. Now what?
This is when you ask the next super important
question. You’ve asked what can go right on the
hand and observed that the Heart fnesse might
work and the ♦A be onside. But to become a
good declarer you have to go beyond optimism.
It’s time to be pessimistic, to get real and ask,
‘What can go wrong on the hand?' In this case,
the ♥K may be ofside, permitting RHO to get in
and lead a Spade through the Jack before the
♦A is knocked out. The other thing that can go
wrong is that the ♦A is over dummy. Now it’s a
question of weighing these up. It is irrelevant if
they are both onside or both ofside (though in
pairs it would matter). If you think it is most likely
that the Heart fnesse is working, you need to
take it now. But equally, if you think that it’s more
likely that the ♦A is onside, you have to make
that work for you right now before RHO has got
on lead.

I thought that the ♦A onside was the more likely
option. So, I won the Heart shift with the Ace,
crossed to the ♣K and led a Diamond. Andy
correctly ducked. Now, ♣A and a ruf to hand
and another Diamond up. There is nothing the
defence can do. ‘Well played,’ said Phil Markey
who was watching. But what a cruel game
bridge is — if it was well played that’s only
because it was well defended, and our
opponents got nothing for that other than the
satisfaction that they’d done what they could. It
was 10 IMPs to us when NS played 2♥ making
ten in the other room.
Board 2

Dealer: E
Vul: N-S

♠A42
♥AQ8
♦KQ9
♣A864

♠KQ93
♥7
♦AJT62
♣QT9

♠T85
♥K62
♦753
♣J532
♠J76
♥JT9543
♦84
♣K7

Card Tables Wanted
Timber, approx 75 cm square
Sou’Wester or similar
SA Bridge Federation would like another 20 card
tables for use at the Autumn Nationals. The
Sou’Wester ones we have bought in the past are
no longer made. The tables (metal, resin,
plastic etc) that we can get now are a diferent
size.
If you have a suitable table that you no longer
want and/or need, please consider donating or
selling it to the SABF.
Queries to Jinny Fuss (04 740 740 05) or any
SABF Committee member.
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Sponsors Wanted for ANOT 2019
SA Bridge Federation is looking for sponsors for
the Autumn Nationals in 2019 and beyond.
Preferred forms of sponsorship are cash,
vouchers or in-kind. This is because many of
the entrants are not from Adelaide and would
have difculty transporting bulky prizes.
In return, your logo and information may be
featured
in
pre-event
advertising,
the
programme and the daily newsletter, and on
scorebooks and at the venue. There is also the
opportunity for you to have a display or stall in
the breakout area.
If you, or someone you know, may be interested,
please contact Jinny Fuss on 04 740 740 05 or
via email at ANOT.Organiser @gmail.com.

SABF Newsletter

May 2018

9

SABF Newsletter

May 2018

10

SABF Results
DAYTIME TEAMS

3. Russel Harms & Jef Travis

1. DOECKE: Cathy Chua, Mike Doecke, David
Parrott, Yadi Parrott, George Smolanko,
Justin Williams
2. HOCKING: Andy Babiszewski, Andrew
Eddie, Judy Hocking, Kevin Lange

WOMEN'S TRIALS

1. Therese Demarco & Susan Emerson
2. Lori Smith & Barbara Travis
3. Dianne Marler & Pam Morgan-King

SENIORS' TRIALS
1. David Anderson & Ian Hilditch
2. Attilio De Luca & John Smith

RESTRICTED ANC TRIALS

1. Bill Bradshaw & Peter Dieperink
2. Kim Brown & Peter Geelen
3. Ingrid Cooke & Liz Robertson

SABA GNOT QUALIFYING
1. MARKEY: Russel Harms, Philip Markey,
David Middleton, Zolly Nagy, Jef Travis,
Justin Williams
2. JAPPE: Marc Deaton, George Evans, Mark
Jappe, John Maddison
3. CHERRY: David Cherry, Phil Gallasch, John
Horowitz, Jof Middleton, Graham Pellen

Autumn National Open Teams 2018
OPEN SWISS PAIRS

1. Matt Smith & Jamie Thompson
2. Tony Nunn & Mathew Vadas
3. Leigh Gold & Howard Melbourne

SENIORS' SWISS PAIRS
1. Terry Brown & Peter Buchen
2. Don Allen & Trevor Fuller
3. Roger Januszke & John Zollo

WOMEN'S SWISS PAIRS

1. Sheila Bird & Elizabeth Havas
2. Therese Demarco & Lori Smith
3. Liz Sylvester & Greer Tucker

UNDER LIFE MASTER SWISS PAIRS
1. Maggie & Nick Truscott
2. Adil Alkhoury & John Hart
3. Wardie Adamson & Sully Detmold

UNDER LIFE MASTER TEAMS

1. ZOLLO: Ann Cottrell, Rodney Macey, Julie
Savage, Judy Zollo
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2. BROOKS: Bill Bradshaw, Bevin Brooks,
Peter Dieperink, Ceda Nikolic
3. BAKAS: Joanne Bakas, Sally Fraser, Tassi
Georgiadis, Catherine Thredgold

CONSOLATION BUTLER PAIRS
1. Garry & Sally Clarke
2. Brian & Ying Craig
3. Noel Bugeia & George Stockham

CONSOLATION TEAMS
1. GUMBY: Pauline Gumby, Warren Lazer,
Tomer Libman, Matt Smith
2. DE LUCA: Attilio De Luca, Therese
Demarco, Susan Emerson, Pam MorganKing
3. COUTTS: James Coutts, Matthew
McManus, Johnno Newman, Michael Ware

ANOT 2018 TEAMS FINAL

1. MARKEY: Joachim Hafer, Philip Markey,
Matt Mullamphy, Justin Williams
2. BUCHEN: Andrew Braithwaite, Terry Brown,
Peter Buchen, Arjuna De Livera
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Coming Events
Upcoming SABF Events May 2018 – July 2018

The full Calendar of Events for 2018 is available online at
http://sabridgefederation.com.au/docs/Calendar_of_Events/SABF_Calendar_2018.pdf
Swiss Butler Pairs

SABA

7:30pm 10/5, 17/5, 24/5, 31/5, 14/6

Swiss Individual

SABA

7/6 CANCELLED due to maintenance at the venue

State Teams Phase I

SABA

7:30pm 21/6, 28/6, 5/7, 12/7, 19/7

Open Trials Qualifying

SABA

7:30pm 26/7, 16/8, 23/8, 30/8, 6/9

SABF Club Events
Rotary Pairs

SABA

9:30am 3/6

St Vincent Pairs Congress

Christies Beach

9:30am 17/6

Christmas in July Congress

Mt Osmond

9:30am 1/7

Barossa Bridge Congress Pairs

Tanunda

10:00am 7/7

Barossa Bridge Congress Teams

Tanunda

10:00am 8/7
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SABF Matters
2018 Management Committee
President

Adel Abdelhamid <aabdelha@icloud.com>

Secretary

Angela Norris <southaustbridgefed@gmail.com>

Treasurer

Paul Walker <pvwalker@gmail.com>

Youth Coordinator

Justin Williams <nitsuj68@hotmail.com>

Member

John Zollo <gzollo@bigpond.net.au>

Club Delegates:
ABC

Phil Gue

Alexandrina

John Elliott

Barossa

Jill or Evan Allanson

Beaumont

Barbara Travis

Bridge in the City

Sue Phillips

Gawler

Paul Walker

Glenelg

Jeanette Lunnie

Reynella

David Anderson

SABA

David Parrott & John Smith

St Vincents

Jinny Fuss

Functionaries:
Masterpoint
Secretary

David Anderson <revoke1@live.com>

Webmaster

David Anderson <revoke1@live.com>

Tournament Committee
• David Anderson
• David Parrott
• Carole Foreman
• Bob Clarke
• Arthur Porter
• Felicity Smyth
Contact members of this
committee about issues
relating to the timing, format,
and organising of SABF
events.
Education & Training
Committee
• David Parrott
• Jill Allanson
• John Elliott
The SABF Newsletter is
produced for the SA Bridge
Federation by John and Terry
Pearson. Submissions are
always welcome by email to
sabf- news@huiac.com

Want the SABF Newsletter delivered directly to your inbox?
Mail sabfnews.list-subscribe@huiac.com and
reply to the confrmation message to be added to our distribution list.
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