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JULY 2021 

 

Editor:  Barbara Travis barbara.travis@hotmail.com  

 
FELICITATIONS PHIL! 

 

BRIDGE INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP (2nd Edition) 
The Bridge International Championship was an online tournament between the top qualifiers from three online 
bridge platforms – BBO, Fun Bridge and CBO (China).  The final was held on BBO late on Saturday 22nd May.  Phil 
Markey won the BBO qualifying event, being one of the 24 finalists.  The Individual format suits Phil perfectly.  After 
all, one only plays with each person once (in this event for one board) and plays against each person twice – 
assuming an ideal movement (I don’t think this one was perfect).   
 
I was reading an OCBL journal and found mention of the final whilst it was being played.  Watching the one board 
rounds resulted in a late night, but I am delighted to announce that Phil was the joint gold medallist, together with 
Zhengkun Zhang from China.   
 
On Board 12, Phil scored an outright top due to his opponents’ overbidding.  At the same time, his partner found a 
classic play at trick 1, often missed at the table. 
 

  ♠ A Q 7 

  ♥ Q 9 4 2 

  ♦ J 5 3 

  ♣ Q 6 5 

♠ 8 4    ♠ K 10 3 2 

♥ K 5    ♥ A J 10 7 

♦ K 7 6 4   ♦ A Q 10 8 

♣ J 10 9 7 3   ♣ 8 

  ♠ J 9 6 5 

  ♥ 8 6 3 

  ♦ 9 2 

  ♣ A K 4 2 
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West  North  East  South (Phil) 

Pass  Pass  1♦   Pass 

3♦   Pass  3NT  All Pass 
 

Phil led the ♠5 and his partner played the Queen.  This is a no-cost play.  If South has the King, the Queen will win, 
you can then cash your Ace and return another spade to partner’s King.   On the other hand, if South has a weak 
hand with the Jack rather than the King (the weak hand being expected from East’s 3NT rebid opposite a passed 
hand), playing the Queen ‘forces’ East to win his King.  If he ducks and South has the Ace, he will often sacrifice his 
King altogether (e.g. with K-9-2).  If you play the Ace at trick 1, then lead the Queen, declarer can duck till the third 
round, severing your side’s communications in spades.  The Queen at trick 1 keeps the defensive lines open even in 
the spade suit. 
 

Declarer won his ♠K but then had only eight winners when the heart suit didn’t provide four tricks.   
 
The next hand had a ‘typical’ card play element – ensuring you maximise your tricks at match points. 
 

  ♠ A K 5 4 

  ♥ A K 7 4 

  ♦ 9 8 6 

  ♣ 8 2 

♠ Q 3    ♠ 10 9 7 2 

♥ Q J 9    ♥ 2 

♦ K J 7 2   ♦ Q 10 5 4 3 

♣ K 9 7 6   ♣ A Q J 

  ♠ J 8 6 

  ♥ 10 8 6 5 3 

  ♦ A 

  ♣ 10 5 4 3 
 

West  North  East  South (Phil) 

1♦   Double  1♠   Pass 

1NT  Pass  2♦   2♥   

Pass  Pass  3♦   Pass 

Pass  3♥    All Pass 
 

All competitors played the same bidding system, though I doubt they all had this sequence! 
 

West led the ♠Q, which didn’t cost, given it was always falling.  Phil won the ♠A, then cashed the ♥A.  In order to 
ensure he could make his trumps separately (if trumps were 3-1), he now led a club from dummy.   
 

East won the ♣A and switched to a low diamond, won with the Ace.  West won the ♣10 with the Ace.  Whilst many 

of us would now lead the ♥Q, West hoped his ♦K would win, but it was ruffed.  Now Phil drew a second round of 
trumps, finding the 3-1 break, but now able to make his small trumps individually.  He led a spade to the Jack, ruffed 

a club in dummy, trumped a diamond back to hand, then ruffed his last club in dummy.  He had the ♠K-5 in dummy, 

and a spade and small trump in hand.  When he led the ♠K, he had to make one more trick – either West ruffed the 

spade and South’s small trump won the last trick, or West let the ♠K win but won the final trick.   
 

One pair played in 3♥X, making 10 tricks, but making 10 tricks in 3♥ was worth 70% of the match points.  It’s all 

about the overtricks, since 3♥ only makes 9 tricks if you give the defence the chance to draw a third round of 
trumps. 
 
Well done, Phil.  It’s good to beat up all the other ‘individuals’ in a world-wide competition. 
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AUSTRALIA-WIDE NOVICE PAIRS 
 

Congratulations to Ray Cockshell and Kevin Stojko from Gawler Bridge Club, who finished in FIRST place in the 
Australia-Wide Novice Pairs.  This annual event is organised by Australian Bridge magazine, with participation being 
available to any affiliated club in Australia.  This year, about 80 clubs entered, with about 500 tables’ (1011 pairs) 
results being scored across the country. 
 

In South Australia, Adelaide Bridge Centre, Gawler, Mt Gambier and the Barossa participated.  Other notable results: 
7th Veronica Peters – Bob Dunk  (Gawler) 
10th  Sirpa and Graham Harms  (Barossa) 
 
Interestingly, Ray and Kevin scored 62.7% at Gawler (2nd place) but 70.7% Australia-wide.  They must have had some 
massive results that just improved when compared with the bigger field!   
 

In such a large field, it is particularly difficult to score an outright top (100%). Kevin and Ray simply scored 
consistently well (better, in fact, than at their local club!).  On the other hand, Sirpa and Graham Harms actually 

managed to score 100% on a board;  the opponents chose to play in 5♥XX, which failed dismally, leaving the Harms 
with a score of +1600. 
 
In these events, the organisers provide an instructional booklet about each hand and your expected results.  Brad 
Coles, the owner of Australian Bridge, provides a second booklet – an additional one with your individual results and 
the overall results for each deal played.   
 
Here is one such hand. 

Board 9  ♠ K Q 9 8 

  ♥ J 2 

  ♦ A J 9 4 

  ♣ A 9 8 

♠ A 10 7 5 2   ♠ J 6 4 

♥ K Q 10 3   ♥ 9 5 4 

♦ 7    ♦ Q 8 

♣ 6 4 3    ♣ K J 10 5 2 

  ♠ 3 

  ♥ A 8 7 6 

  ♦ K 10 6 5 3 2 

  ♣ Q 7 
 
Recommended auction: 
West  North  East  South 

  1NT  Pass  2♣  

Pass  2♠   Pass  3NT (upgrade with the 6-card suit) 
All Pass 
 
Comments: 
It takes a heart lead to hold 3NT to 9 tricks, but there is no reason why East should find this lead, so most declarers 

made 10 tricks (on a club lead, with the ♣Q winning). 
 
The key defensive decision comes when declarer leads a spade from dummy, trying to establish a spade trick.  If 

West grabs their ♠A, declarer will have two spade tricks (the King and Queen) for a total of 11 tricks.  If West plays 
‘second hand low’, declarer will have only one spade trick. 
 
If you enjoy such competition, there is an Open version planned at the end of August.  Check whether your club is 
planning to participate – and, if they are not, perhaps you can encourage them to do so.  
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
Next week, our Interstate representatives head to Perth to play in the ANC Interstate Teams. 
 
Our representatives are: 

OPEN TEAM 
Arjuna de Livera – Nic Croft (playing captain) 
David Anderson – Ian Hilditch 
Howard Melbourne – Zolly Nagy 
 

WOMEN’S TEAM 
Therese Demarco – Lori Smith 
Ingrid Cooke – Sue Lusk 
Caprice Davey – Alice Handley 
David Parrott (non-playing captain) 
 

SENIORS’ TEAM 
Jeff Travis – Russel Harms (playing captain) 
Attilio De Luca – David Lusk 
David Cherry – John Horowitz 
 

YOUTH TEAM 
Bertie Morgan – Jamie Simpson 
George Bartley – Lincoln Davey 
David Gue – Fletcher Davey 
Justin Williams (non-playing captain) 
 
We also have two ‘Restricted Pairs’, funded by the ABF, heading to Perth to play in the Restricted Butler Pairs: 
Catherine Ellice-Flint – Robyn Hargreaves 
Brian Craig – Ron Liddy 
 
We wish them all the best of luck! 
 
 
 

 
 

Three of our Youth team players are members of the Australian Under 26 Team: 

Bertie Morgan, George Bartley, David Gue 
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ZONE 7 PLAYOFFS 
 

The World Bridge Federation has created eight ‘zones’ around the world, with Zone 7 comprising any members of 
Oceania, currently New Zealand and Australia.  Each zone is required to hold a zonal playoff every two years in order 
to select their national teams for the Bermuda Bowl (Open), Venice Cup (Women’s), d’Orsi Trophy (Seniors’), Mixed  
and Youth events.  Our zone has two places in these events but is still required to have a zonal (if we don’t, we are 
threatened with the loss of one of the places).   
 

The latest zonal playoffs were held online in late May, using Real Bridge, with players being monitored in various 
centralised locations (New Zealand:  Auckland and Christchurch, Australia:  Sydney, Canberra, Perth, Brisbane, 
Adelaide).   
 

South Australia had four players in two teams, and they played at Adelaide Bridge Centre.   
George Smolanko was part of the Seniors’ Team. 
Bertie Morgan, George Bartley and David Gue were half of the Under 26 Team. 
Only two teams (of the five) won their zonal matches – the Seniors’ and the Youth (Under 26).  Well done, everyone. 
 
The results can be found at: 
http://www.abfevents.com.au/events/results/results.asp?yr=2021&dir=z7  

 

 

 

SURROUND PLAY 
This hand was written up by Mark Horton in an OCBL Journal article, titled “Love of the Draw”. 
 

  ♠ 10 4 3 2 

  ♥ Q J 10 2 

  ♦ K 4 2 

  ♣ 6 5 

♠ K 7    ♠ Q J 9 

♥ A 8 3    ♥ K 9 7 

♦ Q 5 3    ♦ 10 7 6 

♣ A K Q 9 8   ♣ J 10 4 2 

  ♠ A 8 6 5 

  ♥ 6 5 4 

  ♦ A J 9 8 

  ♣ 7 3 
 

Against West’s 3NT, North led the ♥Q and declarer won with the Ace, then played the ♠7 to the Jack and Ace.  South 

switched to the ♦J and, when it held, he continued with the ♦8, North winning with the King and returning the ♦4 to 
complete a textbook defence. 
 

The lead of the ♦J is called a ‘surround play’.  With the ♦10 in dummy, you are hoping partner holds the King.  
Firstly, you can finesse declarer’s Queen, and then, on partner’s return, you finesse dummy’s 10! 
   
Imagine if you lead a small diamond… declarer plays low, forcing partner’s King, and now you only have two 
diamond winners rather than four tricks in the suit.  Hence, its write-up as a ‘textbook’ defence. 

  

http://www.abfevents.com.au/events/results/results.asp?yr=2021&dir=z7
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SEE THE NEXT PAGE FOR THE INTERESTING PROGRAM. 

https://bridgemindsport.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/bamsa-2021-conference-programme.pdf  

  

https://bridgemindsport.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/bamsa-2021-conference-programme.pdf
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GRAND BIDDING 
 

Only four pairs from the 28 teams in the State Teams Phase 1 bid to this ‘easy’ grand slam: 
 

  ♠ 10 8 4 3 2 

  ♥ void 

  ♦ J 10 8 3 

  ♣ 8 7 6 2 

♠ A J 9 6   ♠ Q 

♥ A K 10 9 5   ♥ J 8 6 4 3 

♦ Q 6 5    ♦ A K 9 4 

♣ A    ♣ Q 10 3 

  ♠ K 7 5 

  ♥ Q 7 2 

  ♦ 7 2 

  ♣ K J 9 5 4 
 

This is a ‘sample’ recommended auction: 
West    East 

1♥      3♠ (1) 

4♣ (2)    4♦ (2) 

4NT    5♣ (3) 

5♦ (4)    6♦ (5) 

7♥   
 

(1) 3♠ is a splinter bid, showing 4+ hearts and a singleton or void in spades, with game values 
(2) Cue bids, showing 1st or 2nd round control in the bid suit.  This was necessary by West because of lack of diamond 

control. 
(3) Once West knows of the diamond control, he can use RKCB, confident there is 1st or 2nd round control in each 

suit outside trumps.  5♣ shows 1 key card (the ♦A). 

(4) 5♦ is the “Queen ask”, checking for the ♥Q, and also finding out about outside Kings if partner has the ♥Q. 

(5) With 5-card support opposite a known 5-card heart suit, the ♥Q is (usually) irrelevant.  One is entitled to confirm 

the existence of the ♥Q when confident of a 10+ card fit.  The 6♦ response shows the ♥Q and the ♦K (and 

denies the ♣K). 
 
At this stage, West is confident about the grand slam, thinking they can trump three spades in dummy, and partner 

holds the ♥Q, ♦A and ♦K.  13 tricks. 
 
As it happens, trumps break 3-0, but they are onside and can be finessed easily after one round.  Everything else 
about the hand is entirely as predicted.   
 
One more note about the hand:  If you are the one who can find out about partner’s critical key cards, then take 

control.  At my table, West continued the cue bidding over 4♦, bidding 4♠ to show his ♠A.  However, this left the 
‘wrong person’ being the one to use RKCB. 
 
Barbara Travis 
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WEIRD AND WONDERFUL 
 

This hand comes from the Pax Lusk Pairs, and my correspondent had a first-time experience – taking the opponents 
down 9 tricks in 3NT! 

  ♠ A 10 9 7 6 4 2 

  ♥ A 8 6 

  ♦ 10 

  ♣ 8 4 

♠ 8 5    ♠ Q 3 

♥ 3    ♥ Q 10 

♦ A 7 6 5 3 2   ♦ K Q J 9 8 

♣ A 10 9 6   ♣ Q J 5 2 

  ♠ K J 

  ♥ K J 9 7 5 4 2 

  ♦ 4 

  ♣ K 7 3 
 

West was dealer and some enthusiastic bidding saw them reach 3NT (auction unknown).  South led his fourth-

highest ♥7 to his partner’s Ace and, on the run of the hearts, North showed a liking for spades.  After a switch to the 

♠K and another, North collected the remaining 6 tricks.   
 
With North-South being vulnerable and East-West not vulnerable, the score of 450 was not equal to the vulnerable 

game that North-South had on.  However, only three pairs bid to a major game, with two being doubled in 5♥ (I’m 
not sure where the defence thought they had their tricks;  West’s aces are fine, but East’s hand is full of “non-
tricks”), so +450 was an above average outcome. 
 
This made me remember a few of the more abnormal results I’ve had or seen.  The first was watching a WA 
husband-wife pair bid to 7NT, doubled.  During the auction, they had both managed to bid 4NT (one being 
insufficient), a fairly sure indication that they were not on the same page!  The opponents took all 13 tricks, and I 
was left wishing that the declaring side had redoubled – just so that I could see a penalty of 7600! 
 

At the Spring Nationals in 2016, our opponents had this auction: 
West  North (me) East  South 

1♣   2♥    Pass  Pass 
2NT  Pass  3NT  All Pass 
 

  ♠ J 10 3 

  ♥ A Q J 5 4 3 

  ♦ Q 9 

  ♣ J 3 

♠ 7    ♠ K 6 4 2 

♥ K 9 7    ♥ 8 6 

♦ A 2    ♦ 10 8 7 5 4 

♣ A K 9 8 7 5 2   ♣ Q 10 

  ♠ A Q 9 8 5 

  ♥ 10 2 

  ♦ K J 6 3 

  ♣ 6 4 
 

Assuming that West held a heart stopper, I led the ♠J.  At this stage, West advised that her 2NT bid had been a 
“Good-Bad 2NT bid”, misunderstood by her partner.  Anyway, the lead was made – and it struck gold.  We took the 
first 5 tricks with spades, then partner switched to hearts and I took the next 6 tricks, for down 7 (who knew to 
double?)   
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After the match, my husband, Howard, who was playing in another team, came over to share his delight with his ♥10 
lead against 3NT by East.  7 off.  We did have a good laugh over our ‘shared’ result, same contract but different 
declarers! 
 
And lastly, try this hand: 

  ♠ A Q 9 6 4 2 

  ♥ A Q J 9 5 4 

  ♦ 2 

  ♣ void 
 
This is a sensational hand, but unfortunately for the person holding it, the auction which had come around to her 
was: 
West  North  East  South 

1♥    Pass  1♠   !! 
 
South decided to Pass.  I was directing and decided to watch developments.  Perhaps she would know what to do on 
the second round of the bidding…. 

1♥    Pass  1♠   Pass 

2♦   Pass  2♥  !  2♠ (confident partner held a heart void) 

4♥  !!  Pass  Pass  Double 
All Pass 
 

She had no problem doubling 4♥, and netted a mere 2300 penalty. 
 
Later in the session, I was required to fill in for one hand, and you can guess which hand I held.  Our auction 
surprised me: 
West  North  East  South 

1♦  Pass  2♣   Double (takeout) 

2♦   Pass  Pass  3♦ (not sure how to force partner to bid) 

Pass  3♠   Pass  4♠  
All Pass 
 

Partner held a 3-0-5-5, and 4♠ made in comfort, but scored a meagre 650. 
 

I love that this game can generate such extremes in auctions and outcomes.  (West held a 1-5-6-1 hand shape.) 
 

Barbara Travis 
 

 

 
 

Phil Markey  
(see article pages 1-2)  
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LAST BOARD 
By Ron Klinger 
Australian Bridge December 1972 

The Bridgerama (VuGraph) commentator’s voice boomed across the audience.  Bermuda Bowl as good as over… 
three boards left… Challengers 33 IMPs down… even the Old Master’s magic can’t help now… 
 
The Old Master looked down at his cards, though the paste-board patterns were indelibly etched in his mind.  Three 
boards.  He glanced across at his partner.  Zettner’s brow was furrowed too.  Despite some good pickups in this last 
session, they must still be at least 30 or more IMPs down.  The champions, Frawley- Kinston, were silent – they knew 
the title was theirs once again. 
 
Five years they had held the world crown, and the sixth was merely minutes away.  56 IMPs up – 16 boards to play.  
No team in the Bowl could recover that ground.  Even counting some sure losses, they had to be well ahead. 
 
As the Old Master waited for the next hand, the old question rose once more.  Could this be the one, the perfect 
hand, the work of art?  What was the perfect hand?  Was Culbertson right?  Was it nothing more than success 
stemming from opponents’ errors?  What was beauty in bridge anyway?  Was it nine top tricks in 3NT?  Though he 
couldn’t pin it down, he felt there had to be something more, some intangible combination of power in the cards. 
 
Suddenly, he felt very tired, recalling the dilemma in which he constantly found himself in his 40 years’ playing.  
Percentages or elegance?  Play to win or play for perfection?  Before him rose the shades of games and tournaments 
lost because he could never quite resolve which he wanted.  He remembered the hand that had cost him the 
Olympiad because he played for the squeeze rather than the finesse. 
 

Frawley’s Pass woke him from his reverie.  The dream of the perfect hand faded.  His partner opened 1♦ and Kinston 

interposed 2♥, a weak bid based on long hearts.  The Old Master looked at his hand: 

♠ J 7 6 4 

♥ void 

♦ 9 

♣ A K Q J 9 7 6 4 
 

A straightforward 3♣?  4♣ to emphasise their solidity?  The scientists would know – they would get to the cold grand 
slam or avoid the unmakeable small slam, but their tortuous approach repelled him – too often it pointed the way to 
astute defenders.  Neither side was vulnerable. 
 

“Six clubs.” 
 

He smiled wryly, imagining what the commentators would be saying.  A leap into the unknown.  It could be 
disastrous, but it was no time to be dainty.  The likely heart lead might give him time to work on the diamonds.   
 
Frawley looked up quickly, paused slightly and passed.  Zettner passed and Kinston doubled.  Lightner.  A diamond 

lead.  A bad sign.  All passed, and the ♦2 was led. 
 

♠ A K 3 

♥ K J 8 5 

♦ Q 10 8 7 5 

♣ 8 

♠ Q 9 2    ♠ 10 8 5 

♥ A 6 2    ♥ Q 10 9 7 4 3 

♦ J 4 3 2   ♦ A K 6 

♣ 10 5 3   ♣ 2 

♠ J 7 6 4 

♥ void 

♦ 9 

♣ A K Q J 9 7 6 4 
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The Old Master called for a low diamond and the ♦K won. 
 

In the Closed Room, North-South reached 3NT and made 10 tricks, the commentator told the audience.  If 6♣ is 

made, the Challengers will gain 12 IMPs, but unless East makes the fatal ♦A continuation, South will have to lose a 

spade ultimately.  I predict East will exit the ♣2. 
 

East thought for some time, then the trump appeared.  The Old Master won and drew two more rounds of trumps, 

discarding two hearts from dummy.  East discarded the ♥7-4.  The Old Master stopped to think.  East began with the 

♦A-K.  Not the ♥A – that would be too strong for a weak jump interpose.  Six hearts headed by the Queen.  Kinston 

was strict about suit quality.  With seven, he would have bid 3♥; without the ♥Q the suit would have been too poor.  

Probably he was 3-6-3-1 with 9 HCP.  That must be all, for the ♠Q would also make the hand too strong for a “weak” 

2♥.  So, West held the ♠Q, ♥A and ♦J.  That might be just too much to manage. 
 
Suddenly, the Old Master was no longer tired.  As he pieced the play together, conviction refreshed him.  He played 

three more rounds of clubs, pitching a spade, diamond and the ♥J.  West threw a diamond and two hearts;  East 
discarded hearts.  This was the position: 
 

♠ A K  

♥ K  

♦ Q 10 8  

♣ --- 

♠ Q 9 2    ♠ 10 8 5 

♥ A     ♥ Q  

♦ J 4     ♦ A 6 

♣ ---    ♣ --- 

♠ J 7 6 4 

♥ --- 

♦ --- 

♣ 6 4 
 

The Old Master played another club and watched West writhe.  If West discarded a spade, the ♠A-K would drop the 

♠Q, while a diamond discard would allow the ♦J to be pinned.  West studied for a long time and finally ditched the 

♥A.  But the hand was an open book.  A spade to dummy, and the ♥K put West in the vice again.  He threw the ♦4.  

The Old Master reached across and touched the ♦Q, murmuring softly, “The pin is mightier than the sword.”  As East 

covered and West dropped the ♦J, the hand was over. 
 

A triple squeeze… brilliancy… Old Master still has spark of genius… 10 years since he played internationally… included 
in Challengers team as sentimental gesture… long career… now proved back at best… assured of second in the 
world… 12 IMPs to Challengers… not enough to stave off defeat… 
 

In the Open Room, Frawley growled bitterly at Kinston.   
“A spade return at trick two beats it.  Takes out his entry prematurely.”   
“Sure.  And I also knew South didn’t have J-9-x-x in spades, didn’t I?”   
 
The Old Master looked at them sorrowfully.  Why was there always so much rancour at the top?  He looked as 
Frawley sat, tight-lipped and stubborn – Frawley, contemptuous of opponents and partners alike – acknowledged as 
the world’s best, yet unable to brook losing a game or a match. 
 
These thoughts were brushed aside as the Old Master picked up the cards.  Second-last hand.  At least they had 
made a fight of it.  They were vulnerable against not.  His partner, dealer, passed.  So did Kinston.  He looked at 

♠ A 

♥ A K 6 2 

♦ K J 10 9 2 

♣ K 4 3 

and opened 1♦. 
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Frawley cleared his throat.  “Three spades.” 
Pass from Zettner, Pass from Kinston.  What now?  “Four hearts.”   
“Four spades.” 
The Old Master looked at Frawley curiously.  A bead of perspiration rested on Frawley’s brow.  Was he shaken, that 
fine bridge mind, the leading theorist in the world?  Frawley, who had expounded “pre-empt what you are worth”, 

breaking his own tenets?  3♠, then 4♠.  Why not 4♠ at once?  The Old Master noticed a slight tremble in Frawley’s 
left hand.   
 

Zettner, patting his hair nervously, tugging at a loose strand, pondered, then bid 5♥.  Kinston’s double was loud and 

crisp, and everyone passed.  Frawley pulled out the ♠K, and dummy came down. 
 

♠ 6 3 

♥ J 8 5 4 

♦ A Q 7 

♣ J 10 9 2 

♠ K Q J 10 8 7 5 2  ♠ 9 4 

♥ 7    ♥ Q 10 9 3 

♦ 8 6    ♦ 5 4 3 

♣ 8 5    ♣ A Q 7 6 

♠ A 

♥ A K 6 2 

♦ K J 10 9 2 

♣ K 4 3 
 

Closed Room… 4♠ doubled… two down… +300 to Champions… headed for big swing… South must lose two hearts 

and a club at least… 5♦ a chance… 5♥ hopeless… bad split… 
 

The Old Master surveyed the two hands.  East would obviously have four trumps at least, maybe five.  Prospects 

were not good.  Winning the ♠A, he played the ♦J.  Frawley played the ♦8 as a matter of doubleton reflex, then 

pulled his hand away as if burnt.  The Old Master suddenly saw a glimmer of hope as dummy’s ♦7 became a third 
entry.  Could West have a key singleton in trumps? 
 

Dummy’s ♦A won and the ♥J was played.  The Old Master felt his heart pounding… was there a chance after all?  If 

East held ♥Q-10-9-7, all was lost.  The ♥Q topped the ♥J, the Old Master played his ♥H and looked at Frawley’s card 

– the ♥7.   
 
The first hurdle was over.  Would the other cards behave also?  The Old Master moved into the strange world of 
bridge intuition.  Lines of play ran through his mind, the cards swirled into patterns, disappeared, regrouped, 

blended into a position six tricks away.  The Old Master, satisfied with his plan, played the ♦10 to the ♦Q and called 

for dummy’s ♣J.  Kinston played low.  So did the others.  Another club from dummy.  This time Kinston took his ♣A 

and forced South with a spade return.  The Old Master ruffed with the ♥2 and reviewed the situation. 
 

♠ --- 

♥ 8 5 4 

♦ 7 

♣ 9 2  

♠ Q J 10 8 7 5    ♠ --- 

♥ ---    ♥ 10 9 3 

♦ ---    ♦ 5  

♣ ---    ♣ Q 7  

♠ --- 

♥ K 6  

♦ K 9 2 

♣ K  
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No, there was no flaw.  It had to be right.  He played the ♣K and crossed to dummy’s ♦7 with his well-preserved 
deuce.  The Old Master carefully picked over the end position he had seen before.  There was no escape. 
 
A small trump was played from dummy.  East sat there thinking.  He would have to split then 10-9, thought the Old 

Master; if not, I win with the ♥6, cash the ♥K, and play a diamond, discarding my losing club from dummy.   
 

Kinston thought interminably; finally, the ♥9.  Declarer played the ♥K and then, luxuriously, treasuring the touch, 

the Old Master played a diamond and put the ♥8 on from dummy.  
 

Brilliant timing and end-play, the ‘Rama commentator shrieked shrilly.  If East overruffs and plays a club, South ruffs 
in hand and ruffs the last diamond in dummy.  If East overruffs and plays a trump, South wins and his hand is high.  

And if East discards his club, dummy’s club promotes South’s ♥6 en passant… 
 

In the Open Room, the Old Master wondered what was happening.  Had the commentators seen the position as he 
had?  Was there any chance of snatching victory from the jaws of defeat?  The last two hands had to be gains, but 
how close was the fight?  He could not hear the commentator. 
…+850 to the Challengers… 11 IMPs… Champions still 10 IMPs up… additional drama… youth versus age… fantastic 
finale… 
 

The audience hushed as the lights on the Bridgerama board flickered, then lit up the last hand. 
 

♠ A Q 7 

♥ A K 10 6 

♦ 8 6 

♣ A K J 4 

♠ 10 8 5 4   ♠ K 9 

♥ J 7 5 3   ♥ 9 8 2 

♦ 7    ♦ K 9 4 2 

♣ 10 9 7 2   ♣ Q 6 5 3 

♠ J 6 3 2 

♥ Q 4 

♦ A Q J 10 5 3 

♣ 8 
 

The commentator broke into an excited jabber.  Closed room… Champions overboard… reached 7NT… trying to 
duplicate the probably gamble in Open Room… two down… Challengers have chance… must stay out of slam… game 
gives them 11 IMPs and victory… slam doomed… bad diamond break… spade finesse loses… 
 

In the Open Room, the silence was almost unbearable.  The Old Master knew what the others were thinking.  Last 
board.  How small was the margin?  Was there a chance or was the match already over?  The audience already knew, 
but the players had to gauge the results for themselves.  He looked at his hand.  Six diamonds and four spades.  The 
opposition was vulnerable, they were not.  He was second to speak.  The age-old question arose, to pre-empt or not 
to pre-empt?  The “authorities” all said not to pre-empt with a side four-card major, also that a second-hand pre-
empt was less desirable since one opponent had already passed.  He made up his mind.  The thought of the perfect 
hand casually flitted across his mind.  He dismissed it as Kinston passed quickly. 
 
“Three diamonds.” 
Pass from Frawley, nervously.  Zettner sat for an eternity.  The Old Master knew he must be thinking about slam 
chances, and was pleased that his diamond suit was respectable.  Pre-empts at favourable vulnerability can often be 
filthy. 
 
As the minutes toiled on, the audience became restless. 

3NT… why doesn’t he bid 3NT?  How can he think of a slam with nothing in diamonds.  5♦ is all right too… 
“Six diamonds.” 
The audience groaned.   
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Three passes followed quickly.  Frawley sat for some time considering his lead, then the ♣10 hit the table.  The Old 
Master surveyed the dummy and his own hand. 
 
The slam was reasonable.  Had they reached it in the other room?  If he didn’t lose a diamond trick, the slam was 

home.  With a diamond loser, he still had chances.  The ♥J might fall in three rounds, the spade finesse was there, 

and the ♣Q might appear.  He looked at the lead.  The ♣10.  Had Frawley led away from the ♣Q?  Would the club 

finesse work at trick one?  Not a tempting lead against a small slam.  The Old Master played the ♣K and took the 

diamond finesse.  The ♦Q held.  He played the ♥4 to the ♥K, and played another diamond to the ♦J.  Frawley 
showed out. 
 

If he makes the slam, Challengers win by 4 IMPs… if he goes down, Champions have lucky escape. 
 

The Old Master searched his mind.  It was merely a matter of taking all the chances in the right order.  One of them 
would probably succeed.  But the quest for perfection tortured him.  Painfully, he scanned dummy again.  Once 
more he searched the position, wondering why he was hesitating, why he did not continue. 
 
Suddenly he saw it, and everything else faded except the patterns of force generated by the cards as they glided into 
their predestined place.  Again, the testing of each play, racked by the error of his original analysis, soothed by what 

he could see unfolding before him.  Finally, he played the ♦A, discarding dummy’s low spade.  Then the ♥Q, 

dropping dummy’s ♥6 on it. 
 

♠ A Q  

♥ A 10 

♦ --- 

♣ A J 4 
 

♠ J 6 3 2 

♥ --- 

♦ 10 5 3 

♣ --- 
 

The Old Master considered the final position cherishingly.  The Aces – the master cards – one in each suit in 
dummy… each supported by a different lower honour, side by side… each tenace agape, waiting for East to yield up 
the twelfth trick… each suit having a finesse in available in it… but the only finesse taken successfully turning out not 
to gain a trick… the suits blending together, in harmony and unison, to succeed no matter where the enemy cards 
lay. 
 

The victory was his.  He had but to take it.  With trembling fingers, he took the ♦10, putting Each on lead, softly 

asking for dummy’s ♣4, and whispered gently to the opposition a single word. 
“Checkmate.” 
 
Ron Klinger 
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BEST DEFENCE 
From the online Alt NewCo3 bulletin. 

 
This hand has been nominated for a Best Defended Hand Award, and demonstrates how top level players think and 
defend. 
 

  ♠ A Q J 3 2 

  ♥ 8 6 4 

  ♦ Q 4 

  ♣ J 9 7 

♠ 4    ♠ K 10 6 

♥ K Q 9    ♥ J 10 7 2 

♦ A 7 2    ♦ J 6 5 

♣ K 10 6 4 3 2   ♣ A Q 5 

  ♠ 9 8 7 5 

  ♥ A 5 3 

  ♦ K 10 9 8 3 

  ♣ 8 
 
West  North  East  South 

  Pass  1♦ (2+)  Pass 

2♣   Pass  2♥    Pass 

3♣   Pass  3NT  All Pass 
 
On best defence there are just 7 tricks for East-West in 3NT, but four of the eight East players made 3NT.  The 

auction having precluded any mention of North’s fine spade suit, South led the ♦10.   
 

If declarer ducks this, as all the other declarers did in this situation, the defeat is easy.  North wins the ♦Q and 

returns the suit for South to clear the ♦A whilst he still has the ♥A entry. 4 diamond tricks and 2 aces. 
 

Declarer made the defence much tougher by rising with the ♦A at trick 1.  This gives up on South having led from 

♦10-9-x/x, but has the potential to block the suit where North, as here, has K-x or Q-x.   

North was immediately alive to the situation, dropping (unblocking the ♦Q under the Ace).  He knew that partner 
held either 10-9-x/x or K-10-9-x/x, so this was a logical unblock.   
 

The fine defence continued.  When declarer now played the ♥K from dummy, South ducked.  He won the ♥Q on the 

next trick, but this had allowed North to show him where his entry was.  He played the ♥8 then the ♥6, as suit 
preference for spades.   
 

Finally, in order to avoid any misunderstanding, South switched to the ♠9 (high and discouraging) so that North 

would win his ♠A to lead the diamond through. 
 
Good analysis, good technique, and careful (and legitimate) partnership communication. 
 
Martin  Cantor, Germany 
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INTERVIEW WITH MARTIN SELIGMAN 
 

LEARN TO BE AN OPTIMIST 
This interview comes from the OCBL Journal.  Martin Seligman, an American, is a world-renowned psychologist, 

specialising in positive psychology and well-being. 

 

Are you a pessimist, an optimist, a learned optimist, or a flexible optimist? 

If you think the glass can only be half full or half empty, read this interview. 

If you have been taught that people can’t change, read this interview. 

If you think you are a good player but don’t win as much as you deserve, maybe what you need is to learn how to be 

positive.  Bridge is a Mind Sport – so learn how to hack your mind. 

 

 
 

You define yourself as a born pessimist who became a flexible optimist:  “I can recognise the situations which call 

for optimism, and the situations which don’t call for optimism need a mercilessly realistic view of what’s going to 

happen.”   

 

We know of very clever people who love Bridge but do not necessarily succeed in it.  In your opinion, which are 

the main qualities a person must have in order to become a Bridge champion?  How can we train such abilities? 

Talent is a very real thing.  It is definable in scientific psychology: the rate at which skill develops given a fixed 

amount of experience.  Sheer amount of time on task, with good tutoring, is the key to developing bridge skill.  Some 

people, the talented naturals, develop skill very quickly (e.g. Gavin Wolpert, Zach Grossack). 

 

I was on an aeroplane headed to a regional, sitting next to Gavin when he was 16 years old.  I told him about the 

Multi 2♦ which I had just learned from Eric Rodwell.  “Are transfers on?” Gavin asked, instantly getting it.  These 

people are the “naturals”.  The rest of us are the “students”.  We, in contrast, require years and years of experience 

and we require expert coaching over those years. 

 

I am an example of a “student” bridge player who is inherently quite short on talent.  I started playing at the age of 

8, and by the time I was 40 I had almost trudged up to Life Master.  Then I was courting a gorgeous bridge player.  

She told me I was the “worst player she had played with in 20 years” (she was divorced from a world champion).  So I 

called Paul Soloway and asked him to teach me how to play bridge. 
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That was the beginning of the story of how good coaching and sheer time on task can compensate for relatively low 

talent.  Paul and then Eric (Rodwell) and then Mark Lair partnered me and taught me serious bridge.  I was slow to 

pick it up, but after four hours a day for years, I can now, at age 78, sit comfortably at a table with the best and not 

be embarrassed too often. 

 

You not only improve, but the game is much more beautiful when you are playing with a partner who makes 

fewer mistakes than you do.   

As a client who is not wealthy, I want to encourage others to become clients.  If you love the game but are slow, as I 

am, you will not improve fast enough in this lifetime to play truly good bridge.  You need to play with someone much 

better than you are, someone with a good work ethic to point out your errors and to teach you.   

So, I saved my money and decided to devote it to becoming a good, improving and serious client.  

 

Bridge’s plague is cheating.  As an expert on the human mind, do you think cheaters can really redeem themselves 

and become honest players?  If yes, how could that happen? 

Yes, people, not uncommonly, reform, and some cheaters will reform, with the right incentives and right 

punishments. 

But…  The financial incentives for pros to cheat are substantial and a few really wealthy clients have corrupted the 

game by tolerating cheating. 

 

Could positive psychology be applied to Bridge?  Which book of yours would you especially recommend to Bridge 

players in order to improve their play and attitude at the table? 

The main lesson from positive psychology for bridge is how you cope with a -800. 

Pessimists are not resilient; they do not bounce back to their normal level of play.  They miss the close game on the 

next hand and fail to find the imaginative shift on the hand after.  Their game collapses after one or two disasters. 

Optimists are resilient.  A disaster, even two in a row, does not impact them. 

 

I gave my optimism test to 500 leading bridge players in 1988.  (Bobby Wolff was at the very top in optimism.) 

I then competed with Ron Anderson in the Daily Bulletin to predict the final rounds of the Vanderbilt (in Reno).   

Each day, he published his predictions based on intimate knowledge of the players.  I published my predictions based 

only on the seeding points multiplied by their optimism scores.  He got 13 of the 16 matches right.  I got 15 of the 16 

right. 

 

Pessimists can become optimists.  But to find out whether you are an optimist or how to become one, read LEARNED 

OPTIMISM, How to Change Your Mind and Your Life. 

 

 

Martin Seligman is also the keynote speaker on Day 1 of the BAMSA Conference 

(see pages 6 and 7)  
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JUDGEMENT: 

PETER IS OVER YOUR SHOULDER 
This hand was written up by Karlis Rubens (Latvia) in the IBPA Bulletin from January 2021. 
 
The Latvian Team Championship started in November 2020.  Unfortunately we cannot play face-to-face bridge, so 
there will be two round robins on BBO.   
In the first round, I picked up this collection: 

  ♠ A J 9 7 2 

  ♥ A 6 5 4 

  ♦ A J 3 2 

  ♣ void 
 

With neither side vulnerable, my partner, Martins Lorencs, opened 3♦ first in hand.  Our agreement is that this is 
constructive, promising at least two of the top three honours and, normally, a 7-card suit.  RHO passed and I had to 
make a bid. 
 

At that moment, it felt like Peter Fredin was sitting behind me with his advice:  Never open a pre-empt with a 7-2-2-

2.  It felt that this was the case:  if my partner had 3, or even 4, clubs, then 6♦ would be almost cold.  If he had only 
two clubs and one heart, perhaps we could get an extra trick in spades, but if he had just one spade, then maybe 
they would dividie 4-3 and the twelfth trick would come from the spade length.  Additionally, he might have a side 

King.  So I bid 6♦ directly and was right, when the whole hand looked like this: 
 

♠ A J 9 7 2 

  ♥ A 6 5 4 

  ♦ A J 3 2 

  ♣ void 

♠ K 10 5 4   ♠ Q 8 6 

♥ K Q 8    ♥ 10 9 7 

♦ 8 6    ♦ void 

♣ 6 5 3 2   ♣ A K J 10 8 7 4 

  ♠ 3 

  ♥ J 3 2 

  ♦ K Q 10 9 7 5 4 

  ♣ Q 9 
 

We won 11 IMPs on this board when our opponent at the other table, in a similar situation, just bid 5♦. 
 

 

APPEALING A DIRECTOR’S RULING 
During a bridge session, if you have need to call the Director and are unhappy with the ruling made,  

you have the right to appeal.  The SABF’s appeal process is as follows: 

Notice of an appeal against a ruling given by a Tournament Director (TD), 

 as provided in the International Laws of Duplicate Contract Bridge,  

shall be made in writing on the form proscribed by the Tournament Committee for that purpose, 

 and presented to the TD within 30 minutes of the scheduled finish of play,  

signed by one member of the pair. 

We have recently received a few appeals outside of the prescribed time limit.  

These appeals cannot be heard, though they will receive a reply. 

NOTE:  The SABF Appeals Committee will only hear appeals from State Championship and Selection events. 

If you wish to appeal a ruling in your local Club event, you must approach that Club. 
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SOME OF THE ‘DOUBLES’ IN BRIDGE 
 

Are you confused about doubles?  It’s not surprising. 
The double is used in a variety of ways during auctions, and its meaning is dependent upon the previous bidding.  
Here are some of the most commonly used doubles (there are plenty more). 
 

1. TAKEOUT DOUBLE 
The takeout double is a double of an opponent’s opening bid, when your partner has either not yet bid or has 
passed.  Its most common meaning is to show an opening hand with no obvious 5+ card suit to bid, and at least 3 
cards in each of the unbid suits.   
If the opponents have bid two suits, it shows at least 4-4 in the other two suits. 
Occasionally one is dealt a hand that is ‘too big’ for a simple overcall, so you make a takeout double (assumed by 
partner to be a ‘normal’ takeout double, but then you introduce your own suit – showing a super hand. 
EXAMPLE: 
Opponent You 
1H  Double 
 

2. NEGATIVE DOUBLE 
A negative double is made by responder, after partner has opened and RHO has overcalled.  It is a takeout double, 
but when partner has opened, and generally says that the overcall has left you without your usual bid.  It is NOT a 
penalty double.  Over a major suit overcall, it shows 4 cards in the other Major (at higher levels, you may have more 
than 4 cards).  There is no upper limit to your HCPs when you make a negative double. 
EXAMPLE: 
Partner  RHO  You 
1D  2C  Double 
 

3. PENALTY DOUBLE 
The penalty double is used to maximise your score when the opponents have bid too much (or stolen your contract).  
A double is for penalties when any of the following bidding conditions have been met: 

(a) The bidding is at or above the game level (including pre-empts). 
(b) Doubles of 1NT overcalls are for penalty after partner has opened the bidding. 
(c) Your side has already made either a penalty double or converted a takeout double to penalties. 
(d) If either of your side has pre-empted and the opponent overcalls, doubles are penalty. 

EXAMPLE: 
Partner  RHO  You 
1H  1NT  Double 
 

4. RESPONSIVE DOUBLE 
A responsive double can be used when an RHO raises his partner’s opening suit bid to the 2-level or 3-level, after 
partner’s takeout double.  It normally shows no 5+ card suit of your own, and implies there are two places to play 
(2 x 4-card suits).  It asks the doubler to bid their cheapest longest suit. 
EXAMPLE: 
Opener  Partner  RHO  You 
1H  Double  2H  Double 
 

5. BALANCING DOUBLE 
This is a takeout double, but in the fourth seat, where the bidding will end otherwise.  Balancing doubles may be 
slightly weaker than takeout doubles, but usually imply the same conditions – shortage in the opponent’s bid suit. 
EXAMPLES: 
Opener  Partner  RHO  You 
1H  Pass  Pass  Double 
Or 
Opener  You  LHO  Partner 
1H  Pass  2H  Pass 
Pass  Double 
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6. RE-OPENING DOUBLE 
This double is used in conjunction with negative doubles, and applies to opener when there has been an overcall and 
partner has passed.  (Note:  Partner’s pass may be based on a desire to penalise the overcall!)  Once again, it shows 
shortage in the suit that has been overcalled and asks partner to choose a suit (unless they wish to penalise). 
EXAMPLE: 
You  LHO  Partner  RHO 
1H  2C  Pass  Pass 
Double 
 

7. SUPPORT DOUBLE 
This double can only be used by agreement.  It is used by opener to show 3-card support for responder’s suit, after 
RHO has overcalled.  This means that raises guarantee 4-card support. 
EXAMPLE: 
You (opener) LHO  Responder RHO 
1C  Pass  1H  1S 
Double 

 

8. LEAD-DIRECTING DOUBLE 
This double is used to request a specific suit to be led by your partner.   
The most frequent use for this double is after an artificial bid, e.g. 2C Stayman or a transfer bid, where it shows 
values in the artificial suit that has been bid. 
It can also be used against the opponent’s game bid, asking for dummy’s first-bid suit to be led. 
When both you and your partner have bid different suits in the auction, and the opponents end up as the declaring 
side, it can be used to ask for a particular person’s suit to be led. 
EXAMPLE: 
Opener  Partner  Responder You 
1NT  Pass  2D (hearts) Double (diamonds) 
 

9. LIGHTNER DOUBLE 
The Lightner double is generally used against a slam contract.  It calls for a specific lead from partner, dependent on 
the auction.  Usually it asks for a lead of dummy’s first-bid suit. 
Lightner doubles can also be used against an opposition 3NT contract (with no suits being bid/shown), in which case 
it asks for a spade lead!   
EXAMPLES: 
Opener  Partner  Responder You 
1H  Pass  2C  Pass 
2H  Pass  4NT  Pass 
5-any  Pass  6H  Double (club lead) 
or 
1NT  Pass  3NT  Double (spade lead) 
 

10. MAXIMAL (GAME TRY) DOUBLE 
This is used in a competitive auction where you lack the space to differentiate between a competing bid and a desire 
to investigate game.  Bidding your side’s suit at the 3-level is competitive, whereas the double is the game try. 
EXAMPLE: 
You  LHO  Partner  RHO 
1S  2H  2S  3H 
Double 
 
My favourite name for a double is the STRIPE TAILED APE DOUBLE!  It is commonly used when you have made a 
(supposed) penalty double of a game contract, only to find the opponents can make slam!   
 
Barbara Travis 
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FOUR SUIT TRANSFERS 
 

Once you play “Four Suit Transfers”, you realise that you have far more scope to explore for slam and/or reach the 
best contract – 3NT or 5-minor or 6-minor. 
 
Here are a few examples that I have encountered in recent times.   
 

♠ 10 8 3   ♠ A 7 5 

♥ 3    ♥ J 8 6 

♦ K 8 7    ♦ A Q J 6 4 

♣ A Q 10 9 7 5   ♣ K 3 
 

    1NT 

2♠ (1)    3♣  

3♥ (2)    4♣ (3) 

4♦ (4)    4NT 

5♦ (5)    6♣  
 

(1) Transfer to clubs 

(2) Heart shortage – trying to work out whether to play in 3NT or 5♣  
(3) Agreeing clubs – now knowing that 3NT is a very poor contract 

(4) Diamond cue bid (must be the ♦K) 
 

East could probably just bid 6♣ immediately over 4♦.  However, if you can also show voids, imagine if West had 7 

clubs and a heart void – then you want to be in 7♣! 
 
At the table, East-West didn’t have these tools available, so played in 3NT which failed quickly on a heart lead. 
 

♠ A 3    ♠ K J 9 2 

♥ 8 3    ♥ A K Q 5 

♦ Q 10    ♦ A 9 6 

♣ K Q J 8 7 6 2   ♣ 4 3 
 

    1NT 

2♠ (1)    2NT (2) 

3NT (3)    4♣ (4) 

4♠ (5)    6♣  
 

(1) Transfer to clubs  
(2) Non super accept (no liking for clubs) 
(3) Clubs, slam interest – no shortage 
(4) Agreeing clubs (maximum hand) 
(5) Cue bid 
 
It is important to realise that when you transfer to your suit and rebid a new suit, it shows a shortage;  after all, with 
a 4-card Major and a longer minor you can use Stayman then show your minor.  The splinter bid is game forcing, 
though it may not be slam interest.  It is about finding the ‘right’ contract, whether game or slam. 
 
Equally, if you transfer to your minor then rebid 3NT, you are showing slam interest in a balanced hand.  Otherwise, 
you would simply raise 1NT directly to 3NT.  This was a well-controlled auction to the best spot.  Even a diamond 
lead had options, because you may be able to discard the diamond loser on the hearts. 
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♠ K Q 7    ♠ A 10 4 2 

♥ A 4    ♥ K J 3 2 

♦ J 2    ♦ Q 6 

♣ A J 5 4 3 2   ♣ K Q 6 
 

    1NT 

2♠ (1)    3♣ (2) 

4♣ (3)    4♥ (4) 

5♣     Pass 
 

(1) Transfer to clubs 
(2) Likes clubs 
(3) Setting clubs, initiating cue bids (to check for diamond control), slam interest 
(4) Heart cue bid, denying diamond cue bid 
 

Now you reach the ‘best’ contract, which is 5♣.  Those in 3NT went down on a diamond lead.   
 

FOUR SUIT TRANSFERS 
After partner’s 1NT opening bid: 

2♦     5+ hearts 

2♥     5+ spades 

2♠   6+ clubs )with super accepts – because you have both the ‘gap’ bid and the transfer bid 
2NT  6+ diamonds ) 
 
This means that you have to modify your usage of Stayman to include invitational hands with no 4-card Major – a 
small sacrifice for the real benefits. 
 
Barbara Travis 
 

 
 

National winners of the Australia-Wide Novice Pairs: Ray Cockshell and Kevin Stojko (Gawler Bridge Club) 

(see article Page 3) 
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A GAME AT THE CLUB 
 

Today, I’m starting with some hands that weren’t managed very well.  Sitting South, you hold: 
 

  ♠ 5 

  ♥ J 9 4 3 

  ♦ A Q J 9 3 

  ♣ A Q 7 
 

West  North  East  South 

  1♣   Pass  1♥   

Pass  3♥    Pass  ? 
 

Assuming partner’s 3♥ bid is inviting game, showing approximately 16-18 TP, you should start thinking about slam.  
If you like to use cue bids, go ahead, although this hand does not really require any cue bidding, since you have 
control of all the outside suits.  You can just use RKCB: 
 

      4NT 

Pass  5♠   Pass  6♥   
Pass 
 

Once partner shows 2 key cards plus the ♥Q, there is one key card outstanding, so settle in the small slam. 
Partner held: 

  ♠ A K J 2 

  ♥ K Q 8 5 

  ♦ 4 

  ♣ K 8 4 2 
 
(If you play game forcing splinters, North could have used a splinter bid in diamonds on his second bid, and you 
should definitely reach slam.) 

The top score went to the North-South pair who played in 4♥ making 12 tricks! 
 
You are West and hold: 

♠ K J 9 7 4 3 

♥ 4 

♦ 9 6 5 4 

♣ J 10 
 

West  North  East  South 

    1♦   1NT 
? 
 
After an opponent overcalls your partner’s opening bid with 1NT, you should double with hands of 10+ HCP (even a 
good 9 HCP), creating a penalty double scenario (all doubles are now penalties).  This means that new suits at the  

2-level are non-forcing, with a long suit.  This allows you to bid 2♠, making life more difficult for North-South. 
 
Here’s the full hand (over page): 
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  ♠ 5 

  ♥ Q 10 6 5 3 2 

  ♦ 10 

  ♣ Q 9 6 4 2 

♠ K J 9 7 4 3   ♠ A Q 10 2 

♥ 4    ♥ A J 

♦ 9 6 5 4   ♦ 8 7 3 2 

♣ J 10    ♣ K 8 3 

  ♠ 8 6 

  ♥ K 9 8 7 

  ♦ A K Q J 

  ♣ A 7 5 
 

Now North would need to be using Lebensohl, so that they could bid 3♥ - non-forcing;  mind you, South should bid 

on to 4♥ with such prime cards.  However, if North bids 2NT (Lebensohl), East can raise 2♠ to 3♠, challenging North-

South to find their fit!  If you simply pass South’s 1NT, you give North-South a free run to 4♥, via a transfer and 
South’s super-accept. 
 
I liked both defenders’ efforts on the next hand: 
 

  ♠ K 4 3 

  ♥ 8 6 4 2 

  ♦ A J 6 2 

  ♣ A Q 

♠ Q 8 6 5   ♠ J 7 2 

♥ K Q J 10 7   ♥ A 9 3 

♦ 9 5 4 3   ♦ 10 

♣ void    ♣ 10 8 7 6 4 2 

  ♠ A 10 9 

  ♥ 5 

  ♦ K Q 8 7 

  ♣ K J 9 5 3 
 

West  North  East  South 

Pass  1♦   Pass  2♣  
Pass  2NT  Pass  3NT 
All Pass 
 
I was South, in a ‘Game at the Club’ partnership – i.e. no system – so hoped that 3NT was the best spot.  (If I had 

been playing 2 over 1 game forcing, I would have rebid 3♦ and we may have reached a slam). 
 

East opted to lead the only suit in which he could help partner, leading the ♥3 to his partner’s 10.  In order to ensure 

that East knew what was going after the ♥10 won, West returned the ♥K, which must confirm that his heart suit is 

solid.  East overtook the ♥K with the Ace, returning the ♥9 and unblocking the suit nicely, for one down.   
 

At the time, I thought we had missed 6♦ but, with the club void, I suspect that 6♦ would have failed on the club lead.  
In fact, it goes 2 off on a club lead… 
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I’m not an advocate of ‘variations’ of Stayman, simply because I like to be able to make use of Junk (Garbage/Weak) 
Stayman.  Two hands cropped up recently.  Here’s the first. 
 
Opposite partner’s 1NT opening bid, you hold: 

♠ K 10 8 7 6 

♥ 9 8 4 3 2 

♦ 9 

♣ 5 4 
 

If you play Extended Stayman or 2♣ as a ‘range probe’ Stayman, then you have to transfer to one of your Majors.  

Most people would opt to transfer to 2♠, but imagine if partner holds: 

♠ 9 2 

♥ A Q J 5 

♦ A 4 3 

♣ A J 6 2 
 

Surely you would want to play in 2♥ on that hand, rather than 2♠?  Being able to use Stayman, allowing you to Pass 

partner’s response of 2-Major, or correct 2♦ to 2♥ (pass or correct, depending on opener’s Major holdings) is clearly 
superior.  I find these weak hands crop up far more often, and really enjoy having the ability to ‘escape’ from poor 
1NT contracts. 
 
Sometimes one can be at the wrong table at the wrong time.  Partner and I were the only pair to have the grand 
slam bid against us here: 
 

♠ K Q J 8 4 2   ♠ A 10 7 5 

♥ A 5 3    ♥ 8 

♦ A 9 7 2   ♦ K Q 8 

♣ void    ♣ A J 10 9 2 
 

West    East 

    1♣  

1♥ (1)    3♠ (2) 

4♣ (3)    4♦ (3) 

4♥ (3)    4♠ (4) 

4NT (5)    5♥ (6) 

6♦ (7)    7♠ (8) 
 
(1) Guaranteeing 4+ spades 
(2) 4 card spade support, ostensibly 17-19 HCP, balanced (!!) 

(3) 1st and 2nd round cue bids.  West cue bid 4♥ trying to get his partner to use RKCB (given his void) 
(4) Surprisingly, nothing extra to say! 
(5) Forced into RKCB 
(6) 2 key cards 
(7) Asking for third round control in diamonds, either a doubleton or the Queen, for grand slam 

(8) Happy to cooperate holding ♦K-Q-8 
 
When a trump suit has been agreed, I really like the use of the 6-level bid – having used RKCB – as a third-round 
control ask in that suit, looking for the grand slam.  Of course, it’s always sad when it’s bid against you, but one does 
have to admire those players who work on their bidding structures. 
 
Barbara Travis 
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COMING EVENTS 
 

STATE EVENTS 
 

From Thursday 29th July   OPEN TRIALS QUALIFYING   Unley 
 
Sunday 8th August   REGIONAL/UNDER 500 MP GNOT QUALIFYING Unley 
 
Sunday 22nd August   UNDER 1500 MP GNOT QUALIFYING  Unley 
 
From Monday 6th September  STATE SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIP   Unley 
 
From Thursday 9th September  STATE TEAMS PHASE 2    Unley 
 
Sunday 19th September   STATE MIXED PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIP  Adelaide Bridge Centre 
 
 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

Saturday 31st July   BRIDGE IN BAROSSA CONGRESS:  PAIRS  Tanunda 
Sunday 1st August   BRIDGE IN BAROSSA CONGRESS:  TEAMS Tanunda 
 
Sunday 12th September   CHRISTIES BEACH PAIRS CONGRESS  Christies Beach 
 
Sunday 3rd October   GAWLER TEAMS CONGRESS   Gawler 
 
Sunday 10th October   BRIDGE IN THE CITY CONGRESS   Clarence Gardens 
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RESULTS 
 

STATE EVENTS 
 

SWISS PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIP 

1st Andy Babiszewski – Marc Deaton 

2nd David Middleton – George Smolanko 

3rd David Lusk – Adel Abdelhamid 

 

 

CONGRESS EVENTS 
 

ROTARY PAIRS  
A GRADE 

1st Sharmini and David Anderson 

2nd David Lusk – John Smith 

3rd Lori Smith – Tim O’Loughlin 
 

B GRADE 

1st Jinny Fuss – Moira Smith 

2nd Helen Rollond – Milton Hart 

3rd Patricia McGaffin – Terry Healey 
 

C GRADE 

1st Sally Fraser – Wendy Hopkins 

2nd Rod Moritz – Gordon Wilkinson 

3rd Ann Matthews – Bob Dunk 

 

AUSTRALIA-WIDE NOVICE PAIRS  
(participant clubs: Adelaide Bridge Centre, Barossa, Gawler) 
1st Ray Cockshell – Kevin Stojko (Gawler) 

7th Veronica Peters – Bob Dunk (Gawler) 

10th  Sirpa and Graham Harms (Barossa) 

 

 

  



SABF News                                                                                                                                                                                                               29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



SABF News                                                                                                                                                                                                               30 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SABF News                                                                                                                                                                                                               31 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SABF News                                                                                                                                                                                                               32 
 

 

 

 


