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DECEMBER 2020 

It has been a busy year for the SA Bridge Federation, even with the four-month closure due to the pandemic.  

The SABF’s Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday 12th December.  Paul Walker, who has been Treasurer for 

the last nine years, is standing down.  We owe him our thanks for his many years of dedication to keeping our finances 

in order.  Rod Macey has agreed to take over this role.   
 

One of the more recent innovations has been the introduction of pre-payment of table fees.  David Anderson used the 

opportunity provided by the Covid closure to test and check his program.  It is now working very effectively and the 

majority of State players no longer pay with cash.  However, if your funds run out, you must pay before you play.  It is 

not acceptable to say, “I’ll pay later.”   
 

Thank you to our many players who have returned to face-to-face bridge around our closures.  Our participation in 

Thursday night events has been greater post-Covid than the numbers in those events during 2018 and 2019!   
 

One thing the players still have to adjust to is the new protocols.  Many of these protocols will be with us on an 

ongoing basis.  For instance, the improved hygiene practices are an improvement for us whilst we play the game.  

Who wants to play with cards that someone touches, having coughed into their hand?  Please be respectful when 

another player, the Director or the Covid Marshal requests that you comply with these protocols.   
 

Sadly, for the foreseeable future, kibitzing will not be allowed.   
 

Two special events are advertised on the back pages: 

QUIZ NIGHT – a fundraiser for our Youth players when they represent Australia or South Australia 

TEAMS OF 3 WITH AN EXPERT. 

Both these events were victims of Covid, being programmed for late March 2020.  It’s great that they will be back on in 

2021.  Please support them by forming a team (or being an Expert, if asked). 
 

Thank you to all the hard-working members of the SABF Management Committee, in particular David Anderson 

(Tournament), Angela Norris (Secretary) and Paul Walker (Treasurer).  
 

Have a wonderful Christmas and let’s hope 2021 sees some semblance of normal life return. 
 

Barbara Travis 

President  
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IT’S LIKE PLAYING WITH KOBE:   

AN UNLIKELY INTERGENERATIONAL BRIDGE TEAM 
This article about BRIDGE, written by Abby Ellin, appeared in The New York Times on 30th October 2020. 

 

One afternoon during the height of coronavirus lockdowns, 16-year-old Finn Kolesnik found himself in a cold sweat.  

He was on the phone with Bob Hamman, 82, one of the greatest bridge players ever. 

 

Kolesnik wanted to know if, um, maybe Hamman and his long-time bridge partner, Peter Weichsel, 77, would join his 

team for this year’s North American Online Bridge Championships Premier Knockout, being held from July 23 to 

August 2? 

 

“Who’s better to play with than the historically best player of all time?” said Kolesnik, a high school junior in Ventura, 

California, who learned bridge from his parents when he was 13. 

 

Though Kolesnik casually knew Hamman through his father, who also plays bridge, he thought the request was a long 

shot.  Both Hamman and Weichsel are Grand Life Masters and in the Bridge Hall of Fame.  Kolesnik had only been 

playing three years, but Hamman responded quickly:  He was in, and thrilled that teenagers were interested in the 

game.  “There’s not enough young people playing,” he said. 

 

The unlikely group, which included Kolesnik’s bridge partner, 20-year-old Jacob Freeman, recruited Bart Bramley, 72, 

and Kit Woolsey, 76, to round out the team of six. 

 

“It’s the greatest game ever invented,” said Bramley, who has been playing since he was 5 and is also a Hall of Famer.  

“I saw my father playing in the living room with three other guys.  I didn’t know what they were doing, but I knew I 

wanted to do it.”  

 

And so, a group that included amongst the oldest and youngest bridge players were trying to win a national bridge 

title.  It most likely wouldn’t have happened without the coronavirus. 

 

“Players of the level of Hamman pairing up with young folks in a major event like that is not something I ever recall 

seeing,” said Greg Coles, the director of operations at the American Contract Bridge League.  “It’s like playing with 

Kobe or Michael Jordan.” 

 

Like just about everything else, bridge underwent a major shift when the pandemic began.  In-person events and 

tournaments were cancelled, and even this year’s world championship was rescheduled for 2021. 

 

The bridge community followed the rest of the globe and pivoted online.  Within the space of a few weeks, 

bridgebase.com, the virtual platform on which most people play, grew from nearly 10,000 players at a time to 50,000.  

Funbridge, another online provider, reports more than 2 million players regularly, five times the rate before the 

pandemic. 

 

Many professional players, including Hamman and Weichsel, had to shift to playing online for the first time 

themselves.   

 

The average age of the ACBL’s 167,000 members hovers around 73, mostly players who learned in the 1950s, 60s and 

70s.  But younger people weren’t exactly racing to learn a game associated with their grandparents or great-

grandparents. 
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Not all the older players were welcoming either.  As one of the youngest players on the circuit – he learned at 6-years-

old – Freeman, who grew up in Toronto and is now in his third year of business school, noticed that sometimes the old 

guard was displeased when he won.  “I said to my dad, ‘They were so rude!’” Freeman recalled.  “My dad was like, ‘That 

means you’ve made it.’” 

 

The ACBL has been trying to change the perception of bridge as a game for older people.  There are national and 

international youth championships, online youth events and new bridge clubs on college campuses. 

 

“I’m seeing more younger people reaching out for something intellectually stimulating because they can’t go do the 

things they used to do,” said Patty Tucker, an Atlanta-based bridge teacher.  “Bridge is a very intricate, strategic, 

intellectual game.  It’s fun, but there are lots of levels to it and I think they relish that.” 

 

Reese Koppel, 21, has been playing at the Louisiana Bridge Association in New Orleans since he was 11 years old.  The 

older players treated him “like Elvis”, he said.  “They saw me as a saviour of the game.” 

 

“This game taught me so much – people skills, compassion, emotional endurance, and an appreciation for the older 

generation,” said Reese, who works as a product manager at an app called Tricky Bridge.  “It’s not the cards you have, 

but how you play them.  Everyone’s going to pick up the same cards as you.  It’s how you react to that sort of 

adversity.” 

 

Adversity was in no short supply on August 2nd, the last game of the summer tournament.  Players were scattered 

throughout Michigan, California, Texas, Canada and Norway, where it was 4am.  Team Kolesnik was getting 

pummelled.  The score going into the fourth quarter was 85-113. 

 

“We were just stuck,” Hamman said.  The other team “had an almost insurmountable lead, with six hands to go.” 

 

Somehow, they caught up and by the end of the night, the score had evened at 113-113.  After eight hours playing, 

everyone was exhausted.   

 

“Although sedentary, bridge is surprisingly gruelling because of the mental energy and concentration required,” 

Weichsel said.   

 

No one wanted to admit defeat.  After a lengthy discussion with the tournament directors, the two teams shared the 

title.  Kolesnik and his unlikely team will aim for another victory at the next Knockout tournament in late November-

early December. 

 

“One of the things I always liked about bridge was getting to hang out with people of all ages, which when I started 

out meant older people,” Bramley said.  “Now I’m on the other end, I still love it for the same reason.” 

 

 

Ed:  And in a strange twist of fate, Joe Haffer (Adelaide) headed to the U.S. in March 2020 to play bridge on the American 

circuit for about 7 months.  Naturally, the pandemic interrupted these plans.  He was very fortunate to be ‘taken in’ by a 

welcoming family in Ventura, California – Finn Kolesnik’s family!  (I understand that Joe has just managed to return to 

Australia, currently quarantining in Queensland.) 
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STATE SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

The State Singles Championship is one of the “different events” of the year.  For each session of the four-week event, 

entrants are supposed to play with a different partner, with the three best scores counting towards the final score.   

 

It has been great to see a few new names on the winner’s list.  The 2020 State Singles Championship was won by 

Penny Bowen (partnered by Di Marler, Barbara Travis, Howard Melbourne and Lauren Travis), from John Zollo (2nd) and 

Caprice Davey (3rd).  [This followed the win in the Mixed Pairs by Alice Handley and David Parrott, Alice being another 

newcomer to the SA Bridge Federation’s honour boards.] 

 

4-4 v. 5-3 

This hand appeared during the event: 

 

  ♠ 8 7 4 

  ♥ K J 8 3 

  ♦ K J 10 5 

  ♣ 10 2 

♠ A Q J 9 2   ♠ K 10 3 

♥ Q 9 6 2   ♥ A 5 4 

♦ void    ♦ 9 4 3 

♣ A Q J 9   ♣ K 8 7 6 

  ♠ 6 5 

  ♥ 10 7 

  ♦ A Q 8 7 6 2 

  ♣ 5 4 3 

 

Our auction wasn’t sensational, but it had the opportunity to be so.  We had discussed what to bid with a 3-card limit 

raise and, since I object to the so-called Bergen raise, we had decided to bid a new suit then make a limit raise. 

 

West  North  East  South 

1♠   Pass  2♣ (1)  2♦  

3♣ (2)  3♦  3♠ (3)  Pass 

4♠   All Pass 
 

(1) See above – I introduced my suit, planning to rebid 3♠  

(2) A massive underbid!! 

(3) Showing the 3-card limit raise 
 

The potential was there to reach 6♣, not 6♠.  West’s correct rebid was – rather than 3♣ - was 4♦, a splinter to show 

game values (opposite my 10+ HCP), 4+ card club support and a singleton/void in diamonds.  If that bid had been 

made, the East hand grows up, even with only 10 HCP.  The spades are excellent, the ♥A is great and there is, at most, 

one diamond loser.  We would have reached 6♣. 

 

The play in 6♣ is straight-forward, even on a heart lead (worst lead for declarer).  You win the ♥A, ruff a diamond, cross 

to dummy with the ♠10, ruff another diamond, then draw trumps.  You have 5 spade tricks, 4 clubs, 2 diamond ruffs 

and the ♥A.  Since not many pairs will reach 6♣, you should play safely for your contract.   
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This hand demonstrates the power of playing a 4-4 fit ahead of a 5-3 fit.  Playing in 6♠, you simply need the ♥K 

onside.  It looks a little like a dummy reversal should work, but it doesn’t.  That only takes your trick count to 11 – 3 

diamond ruffs, 3 trumps, 4 clubs and 1 heart.   

 

The reason why the 4-4 fit is usually superior to the 5-3 fit is that the outside 5-3 fit gives you discards.  On the other 

hand, playing in the 5-3 fit leaves your side suit as the 4-4 fit – meaning no discards. 

 

A CLASSIC ELIMINATION 

  ♠ A K 5 

  ♥ A K 5 3 

  ♦ 8 2 

  ♣ A J 6 2 

♠ 10 9 4 3   ♠ 8 7 6 

♥ Q 6 4    ♥ 10 2 

♦ J 10 9 6 4   ♦ A Q 5 3 

♣ 4    ♣ K 10 9 5 

  ♠ Q J 2 

  ♥ J 9 8 7 

  ♦ K 7 

  ♣ Q 8 7 3 
 

Everybody played in 4♥ on this hand, mostly by South.  Only one West led their singleton club, with most defenders 

leading the ♦J, taken by East’s Ace, and a diamond return being won with the King.   

 

Lauren Travis played on classic elimination lines.  She cashed the ♥A and ♥K, led the ♠A, ♠K and ♠Q, then exited with 

a trump to West.  This was the end position: 
 

  ♠ --- 

  ♥ 5  

  ♦ --- 

  ♣ A J 6 2 

♠ 10     ♠ --- 

♥ ---    ♥ --- 

♦ 10 9 6   ♦ Q  

♣ 4    ♣ K 10 9 5 

  ♠ --- 

  ♥ J  

  ♦ --- 

  ♣ Q 8 7 3 

 

West was on lead.  A spade or diamond would have given Lauren a ruff and discard.  Therefore, West led the ♣4 – 2 – 

9 – Queen.  Lauren continued with the ♣8 and, when West showed out, she just ducked it to East.  East now had to 

lead a club back into dummy’s ♣A-J (or could give a ruff and discard on a diamond return).  Contract made.   

 

Barbara Travis 
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A VARIANT OF A DUMMY REVERSAL 
 

A dummy reversal occurs when you use your long trumps to ruff and dummy’s shorter trumps to draw the trumps.  If 

we modify the hand in “5-3 v. 4-4” thus: 

 

  ♠ 8 7 4 

  ♥ Q J 8 3 

  ♦ K J 10 5 

  ♣ 10 2 

♠ A Q J 9 2   ♠ K 10 3 

♥ K 9 6 2   ♥ A 5 4 

♦ void    ♦ 9 4 3 

♣ A Q J 9   ♣ K 9 7 6 

  ♠ 6 5 

  ♥ 10 7 

  ♦ A Q 8 7 6 2 

  ♣ 5 4 3 

 

In the previous article, I mentioned that 6♣ is an excellent contract but that 6♠ couldn’t be made.  On this hand, 

however, 6♠ can be made with careful play (mind you, 6♣ is easy).   

 

If North leads a diamond, the dummy reversal process is simplified.  You trump, then lead ♠A and a spade to dummy’s 

♠10.  You trump another diamond, then lead a club to dummy’s King to ruff the third diamond.  You have no trumps 

left in hand, having trumped three times, but you can cross to dummy’s ♥A to draw the last trump (discarding a heart 

from hand) and you have 12 tricks:  3 diamond ruffs, 3 spades, 2 hearts, 4 clubs. 

 

ALMOST A DUMMY REVERSAL 

Whilst playing in the State Teams with my husband, Howard found a variation on a dummy reversal, and it was a very 

cute play.   

 

First, let’s look at the auction – from my hand, East: 

    ♠ 9 3 2 

    ♥ K 9 8 

    ♦ A 10 7 5 

    ♣ Q 8 2 

 

West  North  East  South 

1♥    Pass  2♥ (1)  Pass 

2♠ (2)  Pass  2NT (3)  Pass 

3♣ (4)  Pass  4♥    All Pass 

 

(1) 2♥ shows 7-10 HCP with 3 hearts 

(2) 2♠ is a game try, asking for help in the spade suit 

(3) 2NT shows a maximum but without help in the spade suit 

(4) 3♣ says that West mostly likely holds a 4-5-1-3 hand shape 

 

We were playing Teams, so West’s aggressive action was based on the need to find borderline games, which you may 

not even look for at Pairs.  Once West showed his hand shape, it seemed that the ♦A was a good card, along with the 

♣Q and those hearts (including the spot cards), making 4♥ a reasonable bid.   
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(With better diamonds, e.g. A-10-9-x, East should probably rebid 3NT. 

 

North led the ♦K and you have these hands to play for 10 tricks: 
 

♠ Q 8 7 5   ♠ 9 3 2 

♥ A J 10 7 5   ♥ K 9 8 

♦ 9    ♦ A 10 7 5 

♣ A K 6    ♣ Q 8 2 
 

Howard found a very interesting line of play.  He couldn’t quite execute a dummy reversal, but he did find a way to 

help him locate the ♥Q (and also did not rely on spades behaving in some favourable way).   

 

He won the ♦A and ruffed a diamond.  Then he led the ♣A, ♣K and ♣Q and trumped another diamond – with the ♥10.  

He now exited with a spade from his hand.  South won with the ♠J and, realising the potential for him to be 

endplayed, he now cashed his ♠A before leading a fourth diamond.  Howard trumped with the ♥J, then led another 

spade.  North won the ♠10 as South discarded the last club.  This was the end-position: 
 

  ♠ K 

  ♥ 5 3 

♠ Q    ♠ --- 

♥ A 7    ♥ K 9 8 

  ♠ --- 

  ♥ Q 6 4 

 

South was now marked with three hearts (and North with two hearts), so Howard simply played for South to hold the 

♥Q (in line with the odds).  North led his ♠K, dummy ruffed with the ♥K as South under-trumped, then declarer 

finessed South for the ♥Q.  Classy declarer play is a joy to watch (when you are dummy). 

 

Barbara Travis 

 

Penny Bowen, State Singles Champion 
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A GRAND DUMMY REVERSAL 

From the USBF Bulletins. 

 

Walter Lee and his partner, Frank Merblum, bid to this heart grand slam. 
 

  ♠ 10 5 

  ♥ 9 7 6 

  ♦ J 10 2 

  ♣ 8 7 6 3 2 

♠ 2    ♠ A 8 7 4 

♥ K Q J 8 3   ♥ A 10 4 

♦ Q 9 6 5   ♦ A K 7 3 

♣ A Q J    ♣ K 5 

  ♠ K Q J 9 6 3 

  ♥ 5 2 

  ♦ 8 4 

  ♣ 10 9 4 
 

Merblum, East, played a dummy reversal to bring home his 13 tricks.  It is somewhat unusual for a dummy reversal to 

be the line of choice for a grand! 

 

North led a club, won in hand with the Jack.  Declarer cashed the ♥K (checking hearts were not 5-0), then led the ♠2 to 

dummy’s Ace.  He ruffed a spade and played a heart to the 10.  Once hearts proved to be 3-2, he continued with his 

dummy reversal.  He trumped another spade, played a diamond to dummy’s Ace, and ruffed the last spade.  Finally, he 

led a club to dummy’s King, then used the ♥A to draw the last trump (as he discarded a diamond).   

 

If hearts had proven to be 5-0 or 4-1, he would have relied on diamonds breaking or a favourable 4-1 break (North 

with a singleton 10 or Jack).   

 

Of the 32 pairs who played the hand, 4 pairs played in 7♦ (needing diamonds to behave), and 9 pairs played in 7♥.  

Four of those 9 found the dummy reversal!  

 

This was the break that these declarers were allowing for: 

  ♠ 10 5 

  ♥ 7 6 

  ♦ J 10 8 2 

  ♣ 8 7 6 3 2 

♠ 2    ♠ A 8 7 4 

♥ K Q J 8 3   ♥ A 10 4 

♦ Q 9 6 5   ♦ A K 7 3 

♣ A Q J    ♣ K 5 

  ♠ K Q J 9 6 3 

  ♥ 9 5 2 

  ♦ 4 

  ♣ 10 9 4 
 

Walter Lee:  “A dummy reversal for a grand slam!  Better than hoping for four diamond tricks, or hoping that the long 

diamonds are with the long hearts.” 
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TWO CRISS-CROSS SQUEEZES!  
 

It is rare enough to encounter one criss-cross squeeze, let alone two in successive hands!  This happened in a recent 

session at my club, and Howard Melbourne was dummy – so now I get to write them up for you. 
 

  ♠ 6 5 

  ♥ K Q J 

  ♦ K 8 4 3 

  ♣ K 8 6 5 

♠ 10    ♠ A Q J 9 7 4 2 

♥ 9 7 5 3   ♥ A 

♦ J 10 5 2   ♦ A 9 7 

♣ A J 9 7   ♣ Q 3 

  ♠ K 8 3 

  ♥ 10 8 6 4 2 

  ♦ Q 6 

  ♣ 10 4 2 
 

West  North  East  South 

  1♦   Double  1♥   

2♣   2♥    2♠ (big hand) Pass 

3♠   Pass  4♠   All Pass 
 

Note that East’s double followed by the introduction of her own suit showed a big hand – too big to overcall 1♠ 

initially.  However, the play is the thing: 

 

The opening of the ♥4 was won with the Ace.  Being short of entries to dummy, declarer rejected the trump finesse, 

instead leading a low spade to the ♠10, which held.  She trumped a heart to hand then led the ♠A, discarding a heart 

from dummy.  North tried to revoke, discarding the ♣5, but realised and played their remaining spade.  North’s ♣5 was 

now a penalty card.   

 

Whereas I would now have led a club and finessed, knowing the ♣5 had to be played – i.e. the finesse must work, East 

chose to lead a small diamond from hand, South rising with the ♦Q.  I wasn’t called to the table – declarer had options 

because there was a penalty card on the table.  South cashed the ♠K, which allowed North to discard the ♣5 – so East 

had failed to capitalise on the penalty card.   South now led an unwise diamond, North playing low and East winning 

with the ♦9.   

 

The scene for the criss-cross squeeze.  East could have ended up with this position had she led all her spades: 

  ♠ --- 

♦ K 8  

  ♣ K 8  

♠ ---    ♠ 7 

♦ J 10     ♦ A  

♣ A J     ♣ Q 3 

  irrelevant 
 

The ♣J is discarded from dummy, then North has to find a discard.  If they discard a diamond, East cashes the ♦A, 

dropping the King, crosses to the ♣A and the ♦J is now a winner.  On the other hand, if North discards a club, declarer 

crosses to the ♣A, bringing down the King, then can cross back to hand with the ♦A to cash their ♣Q which is now a 

winner. 
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East-West moved and encountered this as their next hand: 
 

  ♠ 7 6 5 2 

  ♥ 8 5 3 2 

  ♦ A 9 7 

  ♣ 9 4 

♠ A 10    ♠ Q J 9 

♥ K 10 7   ♥ A J 9 6 

♦ J 10 8 5 3   ♦ K 2 

♣ J 8 6    ♣ K Q 3 2 

  ♠ K 8 4 3 

  ♥ Q 4 

  ♦ Q 6 4 

  ♣ A 10 7 5 
 

West  North  East  South 

  Pass  1NT (15-17) Pass 

3NT  All Pass 
 

South led the ♣5 – 6 – 9 – Queen.   

Note:  This is a poor lead on this auction – a major suit lead should be automatic when responder has declined using 

Stayman.  The ♠3 is mandatory (and the ♣A remains your re-entry). 

 

At trick 2, East led the ♥6.  South simplified life by playing the Queen – King – 2.  North-South liked to play high cards;  

on the lead of the ♦3, North played the Ace and, once again, the defence had helped declarer set the scenario for a 

criss-cross squeeze. 

 

The ♣4 was returned, which meant that declarer had three club tricks once she played low.  South won the ♣A and 

returned a club, with dummy’s ♣J winning.  Declarer crossed to hand with a heart and took the spade finesse, winning.  

She now cashed the remaining heart winners and the last club and South ran into problems controlling both the spade 

and diamond suits.   
 

  irrelevant 

♠ A    ♠ Q J 

♥ ---    ♥ A 

♦ J 10 8    ♦ K 

  ♠ K 8 

  ♥ --- 

  ♦ Q 6 
 

When East led the last heart, this was the position.  South had to find a discard.  A diamond discard would see declarer 

cash her ♦K, felling the Queen, and dummy would be high.  A spade discard would mean that declarer could lead to 

the ♠A, catching South’s King, then she could return to her ♦K to cash her spade winner.   

 

The criss-cross squeeze occurs when there are entries to both hands and, depending on the discard, you can work one 

suit or the other for the extra winner.  I can’t imagine that they occur in successive hands very often! 

 

Barbara Travis 
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THE SUICIDE ONE-CARD SQUEEZE 

This article, written by David Burn, comes from the Alt-Invitational Teams Bulletins. 

 

This deal from the Alt Mixed Teams nearly featured a play I have not previously encountered. 

 

  ♠ K 8 5 

  ♥ K 6 4 2 

  ♦ 8 7 

  ♣ 10 8 3 2 

♠ A 9 7    ♠ Q J 10 4 

♥ J 10 7    ♥ Q 

♦ K 3 2    ♦ Q 10 9 4 

♣ A 9 7 4   ♣ K Q J 5 

  ♠ 6 3 2 

  ♥ A 9 8 5 3 

  ♦ A J 6 5 

  ♣ 6 
 

West  North  East  South 

Lund Madsen Michielsen Bakkeren Cullin 

1♣   Pass  1♦   1♥   

Pass  3♥    Double  All Pass 
 

East-West judged well to pass out 3♥ X – at the other table the contract was 3NT by West, which failed when the 

spades did not produce four tricks.   

 

West started with a trump lead, thoughtfully choosing the ♥7.  Declarer won the Queen with the Ace and played his 

club to the 10 and East’s Jack.  East returned the ♠Q, ducked to dummy’s King, and declarer led a diamond – 9 – Jack – 

King.  West played a second trump, the King was played from the table and East… discarded a club. 

 

At first this didn’t seem to matter, but a horrible thought struck me.  A keen student of “Adventures in Card Play”, I 

knew all about one-card squeezes, and West was going to become the victim of just such an ending. 

 

Club ruff, ♦A, diamond ruff, club ruff and the fourth round of diamonds would squeeze West of the ♣A.  She couldn’t 

pitch it, because then dummy’s last club would be a winner, and she couldn’t keep it because then declarer could ruff 

the last club with his last trump for his ninth trick.   

 

Alas, declarer went after diamond ruffs before club ruffs and went one down anyway.  So the world will have to wait a 

while longer for the first suicide one-card squeeze. 

 

David Burn 

 

BRIDGE IN THE CITY 

Last session for 2020:  Friday 4th December. 

Then closed until new premises located. 

Keep watching: 

http://users.tpg.com.au/suejohnp/index.html 

 

http://users.tpg.com.au/suejohnp/index.html
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WHAT A DIFFERENCE A LEAD MAKES 

This article was written by Phillip Alder in 2010. 

 

The inaugural Platinum Pairs at the Spring North American Bridge Championships was won on Sunday night by Franco 

Baseggio and Andy Stark of New York.  They finished 0.48 match points ahead of second. 

 

The diagrammed deal occurred during the last day of the event.   You are West, on lead, after the following auction. 
 

West  North  East  South 

      Pass 

1♥    2♣   Pass  2♦  

Pass  3♦   3♥    3NT 

All Pass 
 

♠ A Q 6 

♥ A Q 9 6 3 

♦ 10 4 

♣ 9 8 2 
 

What would you lead against 3NT after this auction? 

 

Andy Stark was West.  He wondered why his partner had not immediately raised hearts over 2♣.  Stark concluded that 

his partner had to have “some kind of funny hand”.  Also, judging that declarer had the ♥K and running diamonds, 

Stark decided to lead the ♠A.   
 

  ♠ 10 4 

  ♥ J 7 2 

  ♦ K Q 9 

  ♣ A K J 4 3 

♠ A Q 6    ♠ K J 9 8 3 2 

♥ A Q 9 6 3   ♥ 8 5 4 

♦ 10 4    ♦ 5 

♣ 9 8 2    ♣ 10 7 6 

  ♠ 7 5 

  ♥ K 10 

  ♦ A J 8 7 6 3 2 

  ♣ Q 5 
 

Jackpot!  Baseggio encouraged and the defenders took 6 spades tricks and 2 hearts for down 4. 

 

Note that after a low heart lead, declarer would have made all 13 tricks (1 heart, 7 diamonds, 5 clubs).  The lead made 

a difference of 21 tricks.  It was also worth 16 matchpoints out of 17, instead of 1 for -520.  Those 15 match points 

meant the difference between 1st and 4th places. 

 

Phillip Alder 
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CONSIDERATE BIDDING 
 

You, South, hold this hand: 

♠ A J 7 

♥ 9 4 

♦ A Q J 6 5 

♣ A 8 3 
 

West  North  East  South 

      1NT 

Pass  2♥ (spades) Pass  2♠  

Pass  3NT  Pass  ? 

 

You plan to ‘correct’ to 4♠, especially given your doubleton club.  Partner, however, can have a moderately good hand, 

which may be suited to slam.  Rather than just bidding 4♠, why not bid 4♦ on the way through?  This should show a 

good suit, a source of tricks, should partner have a suitable hand for slam. 

 

Partner’s hand is: 

  ♠ K Q 10 9 8 

  ♥ A 10 3 

  ♦ K 9 3 

  ♣ 10 5 

 

They have a good hand but, without the spade fit, it is just a game hand.  Once you know about the diamond suit / 

source of tricks, your ♦K becomes an enormous card, and you should cue bid 4♥ to encourage partner.  (This is not 

some fancy ‘re-transfer’ since they have already taken the transfer to 2♠.) 

 

This sort of thoughtful bid allows you to bid a slam that otherwise looks impossible to reach! 

 

Barbara Travis 

 

 

State Seniors’ Champions, equal first: 

Felicity Smyth – Sheila Bird, David Lusk – Ian Hilditch 
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WELL-EARNED SWING 

This article, by Brian Senior, appeared in the Alt Mixed Teams.  It features a hand on which his opponents, amongst 

others, sparkled. 

 

In the Alt Mixed III, seven pairs played in 4♥ on this deal, always by East.  Three were successful, four pairs were not.   
 

  ♠ 10 4 

  ♥ 2 

  ♦ A J 10 9 5 

  ♣ Q J 10 7 6 

♠ A 7 6    ♠ J 9 8 3 

♥ Q 7 6 5 4   ♥ A K 8 3 

♦ Q 4 3    ♦ K 7 

♣ 5 4    ♣ A 9 8 

  ♠ K Q 5 2 

  ♥ J 10 9 

  ♦ 8 6 2 

  ♣ K 3 2 
 

West  North  East  South 

    1NT (15-17) Pass 

2♦ (hearts) Double  2♥    3♦  

Double  Pass  4♥    All Pass 
 

At most tables, North overcalled 2NT to show the minors;  I chose only to show diamonds – for the lead against a 

likely heart contract. 

 

Partner led the ♦6 – 3 – 9 – King.  Declarer played back his remaining diamond so I won and played the ♣Q, which he 

ducked, followed by the ♣10.   Zack, declarer, won the ♣A and proceeded to draw trumps ending in hand, ruffed the 

third club then led a low spade:  6 – 4 – 9 – Queen.  He ruffed the diamond return and led the ♠J – King – Ace, pinning 

the ♠10:  10 tricks. 

 

Whether North shows both minors or only diamonds, declarer has a pretty good idea regarding the distribution by the 

time he reaches the critical play.  It is therefore surprising that, of the seven declarers in game, two played Ace and 

another spade, and a third made the bizarre play of low from dummy to the 4 and Jack. 

 

As well as Zack, Geir Helgemo and Namik Kokten found the play of low to the 9, followed by the Jack, pinning the 10. 

 

But this hand bothered me, and I realised I could have done better on defence.  When declarer led the first spade from 

dummy, he is hoping to find North with either 10-x or honour-10 doubleton.  When if I had played the 10?  Might 

Zack now have played me for the second holding and gone down? 

 

So I went through the play records and found that one of the four North put to the test had indeed put in the ♠10 and 

declarer had mis-guessed the position when his Jack lost to the Queen and a low spade came back, going up with the 

Ace.   

 

The successful defender was Sweden’s Cecilia Rimstedt and as her team-mate Geir Helgemo was one of those to make 

the contract, I think we can say that this was a well-earned 12 IMP swing. 
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CREATING AN ILLUSION 

The USBF held an online national tournament in August.  This hand comes from one of the Bulletins. 

 

On Board 4 of the Quarter Final, David Berkowitz made a play worth of David Copperfield.  He created an illusion and 

his poor opponent could not go right. 
 

  ♠ A Q 10 5 

  ♥ A J 7 6 

  ♦ 2 

  ♣ 10 9 6 4 

♠ 9 2    ♠ J 7 6 4 3  

♥ Q 9    ♥ 4 3 2 

♦ A Q 8 7 4   ♦ J 10 6 3 

♣ Q J 7 2   ♣ A 

  ♠ K 8 

  ♥ K 10 8 5 

  ♦ K 9 5 

  ♣ K 8 5 3 
 

West  North  East  South 

Pass  1♣   Pass  1♥   

Pass  2♥    Pass  2NT (1) 

Pass  4♥    All Pass 
 

(1) Invitational or better, checking whether partner has 3 or 4 hearts 

 

Berkowitz led the ♠9, giving declarer four spade tricks.  With trumps 3-2, declarer would expect to take 5 heart tricks, 4 

spade tricks and 1 minor suit King. 

 

Trick 1:  ♠9 – 10 – Jack – King.  Declarer now cashed his ♥K and Berkowitz dropped his Queen!  (Bear in mind, it would 

show up on the next round anyway so, with the A-J in dummy, it was a ‘no cost’ play.) 

 

Without this play, declarer will draw a second trump – Queen – Ace, cross back to the ♠8, then return to dummy with 

the ♥J.  He can then cash his ♠A-Q discarding two club, then exit with a minor.   

 

If he leads a club, he has his tenth trick quickly.  If he leads a diamond, and East fails to split, he can play the ♦9, 

placing the lead with West, who is end-played.  If East does split the diamonds, he covers and West wins.  A diamond 

can be trumped in dummy and a club led towards the King.   

 

However, put yourself in declarer’s position.  He thinks that hearts are 4-1, an illusion created by the play of the ♥Q.  

Instead of continuing hearts, declarer cashed his ♠8 and exited with the ♦K.  West won the Ace and led a club to East’s 

Ace.  East returned a spade, declarer discarded, but West trumped with his ‘non-existent’ ♥9, only to return a club to 

East, who could ruff.  One down! 

 

No cost plays that create illusions can work spectacularly well.  Of course, you don’t want to do something flashy like this 

only to have it cost you the contract.  The importance of being able to see dummy was relevant to this impressive ploy. 
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AT THE DOUBLE: 

WHAT DOES THIS DOUBLE MEAN TO YOU? 
This hand comes from the Alt-Mixed Teams (online) and was written up by Mark Horton. 

 

Dlr East  ♠ A J 6 

NS Vul  ♥ void 

  ♦ Q 8 

  ♣ Q J 10 9 8 6 3 2 

♠ 10 8    ♠ Q 7 2 

♥ A Q J 10 8 5 4 3  ♥ 7 2 

♦ void    ♦ K J 7 5 4 3 2 

♣ K 7 5    ♣ 4 

  ♠ K 9 5 4 3 

  ♥ K 9 6 

  ♦ A 10 9 6 

  ♣ A 

 

West  North  East  South 

    4♦   Pass 

4♥    5♣   Pass  6♣  

Double  All Pass 

 

Here’s a question for you.  What does West’s double mean? 

Is West asking partner to lead a diamond or a heart? 

The former would have torpedoed this particular ship immediately, but when East led the ♥7 declarer was in the game. 

 

He ruffed, crossed to the ♣A, ruffed a heart with the ♣8 and played the ♣Q, West winning as East pitched the ♦2.  

 

Declarer ruffed the return of the ♥A and drew the outstanding trump.  He cashed his remaining trumps, throwing 

diamonds from dummy, played a diamond to the Jack and Ace, then a spade to the Ace.  He knew West was 2-8-0-3.  

Was her last spade the Queen? 

 

Whether he would have solved his dilemma is incidental because he’d suddenly played the ♦Q, so went down one 

trick instantly. 

 

To answer the question posed earlier:  perceived wisdom is that the double asks partner to lead their suit (see 

Bill Root’s “Modern Bridge Conventions”). 

 

Mark Horton 
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DEFENSIVE AGREEMENTS 
 

My husband, Howard Melbourne, has given a lot of thought to opening leads.  One of his considerations related to 

honour sequence leads against No Trumps, such as K-10-9 (length), A-10-9 or Q-10-9, and how to help partner solve 

‘return’ issues.  His conclusion was this: 

• The lead of a 10 should say you either hold the K-10-9 or the 10-9-x, but denies other honour sequences. 

• With Q-10-9 or A-10-9 (length), lead the 9. 

 

This hasn’t had much impact – yet – but, in the State Teams Phase 2, it had a different effect on my defence on this 

hand: 

Dlr West ♠ 10 8 6 3 

Nil Vul  ♥ A 7 2 

  ♦ J 7 2 

  ♣ J 9 4 

♠ A Q 5    ♠ J 7 2 

♥ 10 9 8 3   ♥ J 6 5 

♦ Q 10 5   ♦ K 8 6 4 3 

♣ K 8 2    ♣ A 3 

  ♠ K 9 4 

  ♥ K Q 4 

  ♦ A 9 

  ♣ Q 10 7 6 5 
 

West  North  East  South 

Pass  Pass  Pass  1NT (12-14) 

All Pass 
 

West led the ♥10 – 2 – 6 – King.  Declarer thought she was being deceptive by winning with the King.  Unfortunately, 

she didn’t realise that the lead of the 10 denied the Queen, and the ONLY honour that West could have held was the 

King!   

 

A club was led the dummy’s 9 and my Ace.  Now, of course, I could place declarer with both the ♥K and ♥Q.  It 

seemed likely that she also held the ♣Q and, given there was no spade lead from partner, at least one top honour in 

spades, perhaps the ♠K.  It became a simple matter to switch to the ♦4 – 9 – King – 2.  Partner continued with the ♦10 

– 7 – 4 – Ace.   

 

A second club lead saw Howard win the King, leading a diamond to me.  I could now cash three diamond winners, 

making life difficult for declarer.  One spade discard meant that we now had another three spade tricks, leading to -3 

(3 spades, 4 diamonds, 2 clubs).   

 

About half the field played in 1NT by South (and many others played in 1NT by East-West after West opened).  Every 

other South made either 7 or 8 tricks, when East continued with hearts at trick 3!   

 

What a difference a simple defensive agreement can make. 

 

Barbara Travis 
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AN INTERESTING DEFENSIVE HAND 

This hand comes from the Alt-Invitational events, held online. 

 

  ♠ J 4 

  ♥ A K 6 

  ♦ A K 9 8 6 

  ♣ 9 8 7 

♠ 9 8 5 2   ♠ K Q 10 3 

♥ 8 7    ♥ 10 3 2 

♦ Q J 10 4   ♦ 7 

♣ A Q 5    ♣ J 10 6 4 3 

  ♠ A 7 6 

  ♥ Q J 9 5 4 

  ♦ 5 3 2 

  ♣ K 2 
 

West  North  East  South 

Pass  1NT  Pass  2♦ (hearts) 

Pass  2♥   Pass  3NT 

Pass  4♥    All Pass 
 

East led the ♦7 – 2 – 10 – Ace, and declarer drew trumps ending in dummy, then played the ♦5.  When West played 

the Jack, declarer contributed dummy’s ♦9, then claimed 10 tricks when West switched to the ♠5. 

 

I leave you to decide how difficult it was for West to play the ♦4 instead of the Jack. 

[Ed:  East’s ♦7 was a marked singleton! Count the diamond suit;  count declarer’s HCP in the red suits.] 

 

At the other table, once again North played in 4♥ and East led his singleton ♦7.  Declarer won with the King and tried 

a club to the King and Ace.  Back came the ♦Q, covered and ruffed and East switched to the ♠K.  Declarer finished 

down two, losing 13 IMPs.   In this ‘world class’ field, nine pairs scored +620, more than half the field! 

 
 

 

DEMENTIA PREVENTION 
 

A specialist report on the subject of Bridge in the context of Dementia Prevention and Alzheimer Therapy has been 

released by the WBF Bridge & Science Committee, chaired by Dr Marek Malysa.  

 

This is ongoing work to study the benefits of bridge as an aid to the elderly in maintaining brain health, and the 

prevention or delaying of the onset of dementia.  You can find the report, together with links to earlier papers and 

articles on the topic, at: 

http://www.worldbridge.org/resources/official-documents/research-documents-relating-to-

bridge/?fbclid=1wAR01G-erxxaVNCyW-VSeR-VPVO4WISFa_IVx4hu3R_oTmmqPR-8WYZAffA 

The actual research paper can be found at: 

http://www.worldbridge.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Bridge_DementiaPrevention.pdf  

 

 

  

http://www.worldbridge.org/resources/official-documents/research-documents-relating-to-bridge/?fbclid=1wAR01G-erxxaVNCyW-VSeR-VPVO4WISFa_IVx4hu3R_oTmmqPR-8WYZAffA
http://www.worldbridge.org/resources/official-documents/research-documents-relating-to-bridge/?fbclid=1wAR01G-erxxaVNCyW-VSeR-VPVO4WISFa_IVx4hu3R_oTmmqPR-8WYZAffA
http://www.worldbridge.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Bridge_DementiaPrevention.pdf
http://www.worldbridge.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Bridge_DementiaPrevention.pdf
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RECOVERY ACTION 
 

You, West, hold: 

♠ K 

♥ A K 8 6 2 

♦ A 10 9 8 

♣ Q J 7 
 

The auction: 

West    East 

    1♠  

2♥ (game forcing)  3♠  

4♦     4NT 
 

First questions:  (a)    What does 4NT mean? 

(b)  What suit has been set as trumps? 

 

If you think 4NT has agreed diamonds, as the last ‘bid suit’, you would respond 5♥ (2 key cards, no ♦Q). 

When partner now jumps to 6♠, what would you be thinking? 

 

Next questions:  (c)   If you are playing 2 over 1 game forcing, what does opener’s jump rebid of 3♠ mean? 

(If opener held diamonds, wouldn’t they have rebid 3♦, showing at least 5-4 and also showing extra values (even in 2 

over 1)?) 

(d) Are you passing or bidding on? 

 

Once opener rebids 6♠ you should revisit the auction.  You may then realise that the jump rebid of your own suit 

basically sets that suit as trumps, playing 2 over 1 game forcing.  It should show a maximum of one loser in the suit 

(which really implies at least 6 cards and at least 4 of the top 5 honours).  Now you should realise that you showed the 

‘wrong’ number of key cards, and should consider bidding 7♠ - which says exactly that, i.e. you have an extra key card 

from what your partner expects. 

 

4NT actually set spades as trumps, opener thinking that 4♦ was a cue bid, denying a club 1st or 2nd round control.  The 

auction would then have continued: 

West    East 

    1♠  

2♥ (game forcing)  3♠  

4♦     4NT 

5♦ (0 or 3 key cards)  5NT (specific King ask) 

6♥ (♥K)    7NT 

 

Opener can now count 13 tricks:  7 spades, 2 hearts, 3 diamonds, 1 club. 

 

If you take your ‘recovery action’ of re-raising to 7♠, then opener will either pass or bid 7NT themselves, because you 

have made a game forcing bid and so far they can count only 11 HCP in your hand (♠K, ♥A, ♦A).   

 

Certainly, I’ve been known to show the wrong number of key cards (accidentally) and, once I realise, I then either raise 

partner’s 5-level sign-off to slam or raise the 6-level bid (showing a key card is missing) to the 7-level to say I got it 

wrong.  The opponents are never happy, but it’s the only recovery bid available. 

 

Barbara Travis  
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KILLING DEFENCE 

This article, by Paul Marston, which appeared in The Australian on 17 August 2013, demonstrates how to recognise or 

work out a killing defence. 
 

Some people get frustrated with how long it takes them to master bridge.  You have to see the different concepts at 

work to truly understand them and this takes time.   

 

Imagine you are East on this hand: 

  Dummy 

  ♠ A K J 10 

  ♥ 4 3 

  ♦ K 8 

  ♣ K Q 10 7 5 

    You 

    ♠ 9 4 3 2 

    ♥ A J 10 

    ♦ A Q 10 

    ♣ 9 8 4 

 

West  North  East  South 

  1♣   Pass  1♥   

Pass  1♠   Pass  3♥   

Pass  4♥    All Pass 

 

Partner leads the ♦3 (fourth-highest).  Declarer tries the ♦K and you take the Ace.  What now? 

 

At the table, East grabbed the ♦Q and shifted to a club in the hope that partner held the Ace.  But declarer won and 

cashed two spades, discarding his remaining diamond, then led a heart from dummy.  East could now only win his ♥A 

(since declarer could lead hearts from dummy twice, picking up your onside ♥A).   

 

From both declarer’s play at trick 1 and from the ♦3 lead, you know that partner has the ♦J.  (If declarer held the ♦J, he 

would play low from dummy on the opening lead, ensuring a diamond trick.)  You also know that declarer has three 

diamonds based on the spot cards.   

 

So, the winning defence is to take the ♦Q at trick 2, then continue with a third diamond, forcing dummy to trump.  

Now declarer can only lead trumps once from dummy, so you will always make two heart tricks. 
 

  ♠ A K J 10 

  ♥ 4 3 

  ♦ K 8 

  ♣ K Q 10 7 5 

♠ Q 8 7 6   ♠ 9 4 3 2 

♥ 6 5    ♥ A J 10 

♦ J 9 4 3 2   ♦ A Q 10 

♣ J 6    ♣ 9 8 4 

  ♠ 2 

  ♥ K Q 9 8 7 2 

  ♦ 7 6 5 

  ♣ A 3 2 
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This is the sort of defence you are unlikely to find unless you have seen it before.  

Now try another deal. 
 

  ♠ J 10 4 

  ♥ Q 7 

  ♦ K 8 7 

  ♣ A 10 7 6 5 

♠ 7 6 5    ♠ 8 3 2 

♥ K 9 6 3 2   ♥ A J 8 

♦ 3    ♦ J 9 4 2 

♣ Q J 3 2   ♣ 9 8 4 

  ♠ A K Q 9 

  ♥ 10 5 4 

  ♦ A Q 10 6 5 

  ♣ K 
 

West  North  East  South 

      1♦  

Pass  2♣   Pass  2♠ (game forcing) 

Pass  3♦   Pass  5♦  

All Pass 
 

Partner leads the ♥3 against 5♦.  Declarer plays low in dummy and you win with the Jack.  What now? 

 

At the table, East took the ♥A at trick 2 then shifted to a spade, hoping that partner held a spade honour, but that was 

no good.  Declarer won the ♠A, cashed the ♦A and played a diamond to the King in dummy.  When West showed out 

on the second round, it was easy for declarer to finesse East out of the ♦J and claim his game, discarding his heart 

loser on the ♣A.   

 

A better defence is to take the ♥A at trick 2, and play a third heart, forcing dummy to trump.  Now, with dummy’s third 

trump removed, declarer cannot find out about your trump holding until it is too late.   

 

Paul Marston 

 

[Note:  on both the above hands, East could have worked out from the auction that West was limited in his high card 

points, making the switch a losing option anyway.  However, protecting your trump length is a very important defensive 

ploy.] 
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DON’T DEFEND ‘MECHANICALLY’ 
 

West  North  East  South 

    Pass  1♦  

Pass  1♠   Pass  2♦  

Pass  3NT  All Pass 

 

East, partner, leads the ♥4.  You are West and this is what you see: 
 

West 

♠ A K 10 5 

♥ A 8 7 3 

♦ 10 8 

♣ 9 3 2 

  Dummy 

  ♠ void 

  ♥ J 2 

  ♦ A 9 7 6 5 4 2 

  ♣ A Q 10 7 
 

You win the ♥A as North plays the 10.  How would you defend? 

 

At the table, West returned the ♥3 – the correct card to lead if returning hearts.  This indicates that you originally 

started with 4 hearts.  North played the Queen, East won the King, and instantly returned another heart.  Declarer won 

the ♥9 and claimed the remaining 11 tricks. 
 

  ♠ J 9 7 6 3 

  ♥ Q 10 9 

  ♦ K Q 3 

  ♣ K 5 

♠ A K 10 5   ♠ Q 8 4 2 

♥ A 8 7 3   ♥ K 6 5 4 

♦ 10 8    ♦ J 

♣ 9 3 2    ♣ J 8 6 4 

  ♠ void 

  ♥ J 2 

  ♦ A 9 7 6 5 4 2 

  ♣ A Q 10 7 
 

Should the defence have got this hand right?  Yes! 

At trick 2, West should have led the ♠A, showing the ♠K.  Even if they now continue hearts, East can cash his ♠Q, and 

West will win the setting trick with the ♠K.   

 

At the same time, it is important to stop and think about the ‘count’ of the heart suit.  West’s return of the ♥3 was the 

lowest remaining heart.  As stated earlier, this showed that West started with four hearts only.  Therefore, North is known 

to hold another heart, and it must be the ♥9 (or he wouldn’t have played his 10 and Queen earlier!).  So East could also 

have prevented this defensive ‘disaster’, however more blame should fall on West. 

   

Remember, one of the keys to defending well is making things easy for partner! 

 

Barbara Travis  
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SUIT PREFERENCE SIGNALS 
 

There are several situations where the card you play defensively should ‘talk’ to your partner. 

 

HOW DO YOU SHOW PREFERENCE FOR ONE SUIT OR ANOTHER? 

You exclude the trump suit and the suit being led/played;  that leaves only 2 suits and high cards relate to the higher 

suit, low cards relate to the lower remaining suit. 

• If you lead (or play) a small card – that says you have an entry in the lower of the non-trump suits. 

• If you lead (or play) a high card – that says your entry is in the higher non-trump suit. 

 

WHEN DO SUIT PREFERENCE SIGNALS APPLY? 

1. When your partner leads an honour in defence, then the card you play would normally be ‘like’ or ‘hate’.  However, 

when it is obvious that partner needs to switch – i.e. dummy has a singleton -  then it should tell your partner 

about where you have values in the rest of your hand.   

“Like/hate”  applies when you see length in dummy (eg Qxx or xxx).   

Instead, when dummy has a singleton, you need to guide your partner about what suit to lead next:  high cards 

relate to the higher suit remaining (not trumps, not the suit led), low cards relate to the lower remaining suit. 
 

2. When you are giving partner a ruff in defence, the card you play should guide your partner about which suit you 

would like returned – for entry purposes for further trumping, or for ruffing purposes of your own. 
 

3. When it is clear that the card partner has led is a shortage lead and you cannot win the trick yourself, then the card 

you play should be an indicator of where your entry is so that you can give her a ruff. 

 

EXAMPLE 1 

   Dummy 

   ♠ A J 10 7 2 

   ♥ Q 8 6 4 

   ♦ 10 7 

   ♣ K Q 

     You 

     ♠ 8 4 

     ♥ A K 10 2 

     ♦ A 8 5 3 

     ♣ 10 8 4 
 

Against 2♠, partner leads the ♥9.  This card is a high card, so looks like a shortage lead… 

You win the ♥K and cash the ♥A, partner discarding the ♦2. 

Now the heart you return should tell partner where you have your entry:  the ♥10 says your entry is in the higher non-

trump suit – i.e. diamonds;  the ♥2 would say your entry is in the lower non-trump suit – i.e. clubs. 

So, you lead the ♥10 – partner trumps.   

They lead ♦5 to your ♦A and you give another heart ruff. 

They cash their ♦K. 

You’ve taken the first 6 tricks – for -1. 
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EXAMPLE 2 

   ♠ A K J 7 2 

   ♥ 7 6 5 

   ♦ void 

   ♣ 10 9 8 4 3 

 

The opponents play in 4♥ and you lead ♠A, partner playing low = like. 

You continue ♠K and then lead a spade for your partner to trump. 

The spade that you lead should tell your partner what suit to return… 

You REALLY want a diamond return but it is likely partner will lead clubs. 

Regardless, your spade overrides their ‘thinking’;  you’ve done the thinking for them by leading ♠J (high = diamonds). 

Partner leads a diamond and you get to trump for a 4th trick and -1. 

 

EXAMPLE 3  RHO      LHO  

   1♠   2♦ (game forcing) 

   3♦   3♠   

   4NT  response 

   5NT  response 

   6♠   Pass 

 

You hold:  ♠ 8 6 

   ♥ K 

   ♦ 9 8 5 4 2 

   ♣ J 9 7 5 2 

 

You know partner has a void in diamonds! 

So, the diamond you lead should be suit preference for the suit you want returned. 

Lead ♦9 (hearts) – partner ruffs.  They lead a heart through and declarer now needs the finesse, so your ♥K wins. 

Lead ♦8 (hearts again) – partner ruffs.  They lead a heart – you ruff. 

Lead ♦5 (still hearts) – partner ruffs.  They lead another heart – you ruff.  5 off! 

 

SUMMARY 

• Ignore the trump suit and the suit being led. 

• Two suits remain – one is ‘higher’ and one is ‘lower’.   

• A high card asks for the higher suit;  a low card asks for the lower suit. 

• Bear in mind, if you and your partner are cross-trumping in defence you will be using ‘different’ suits as your high 

and low suits.  (Example:  if spades are trumps and you are trumping hearts, then your partner has diamond and 

club suit options;  if they are trumping clubs, then you have hearts and diamonds as options.) 

• If you don’t play SUIT PREFERENCE, partner is guessing in defence. 

 

Barbara Travis 
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SUIT PREFERENCE IN ACTION 
 

This hand comes from an online match that I played with my daughter, Lauren. 
 

  ♠ 6 

  ♥ A Q 

  ♦ A Q 8 2 

  ♣ J 9 6 4 3 2 

♠ Q J 10   ♠ A 9 8 5 3 2 

♥ J 8 7    ♥ K 10 4 

♦ K 10 6   ♦ 7 3 

♣ K Q 10 7   ♣ 8 5 

  ♠ K 7 4 

  ♥ 9 6 5 3 2 

  ♦ J 9 5 4 

  ♣ A 
 

West  North  East  South 

      Pass 

1♣   Pass  1♠   Pass 

1NT  Pass  2♠   All Pass 
 

Lauren, South, led the ♣A, on which I played the ♣2.  Whereas the ♣2 would normally be an attitude signal, saying I 

liked the suit, with dummy hold the ♣K-Q, clearly I was not saying that.  Equally, it was obvious as North that South 

had led a short suit.  Therefore, my ♣2 was a suit preference signal, telling Lauren what suit to lead at trick 2. 

 

Since I’d played the ♣2, Lauren switched to the lower of the two remaining suits – diamonds.  She led the ♦4, allowing 

me to finesse dummy’s ♦K.  (Since she had led her lowest diamond, I knew that declarer held two diamonds, when he 

played the ♦3.)  I won the Queen and led the ♣3 to Lauren and she trumped.  This low club kept that message going – 

“lead the lower suit”.   

 

Lauren led another diamond, my ♦A winning.  Now I did a little counting:  declarer held 6 spades, 2 clubs and 2 

diamonds, leaving him with 3 hearts, so there was no need to panic about hearts and discards.  I led the ♣J, changing 

my message by leading a high club.  Declarer discarded a small heart and Lauren was able to trump with her ♠7.   

 

A heart allowed her to reach my hand once again, and a fourth club promoted her ♠K!  This meant we had taken 7 

quick tricks against a gentle part-score.   

 

Barbara Travis 
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USING SUIT PREFERENCE WITH TRUMPS 

From Australian Bridge, July 2020. 

 

In the write up about the 2020 Australian Mixed Team Playoffs, this hand caught my eye.  It relates to Suit Preference 

signals, and that you can use SP signals with your trumps too (and when discarding – should you so desire;  personally, 

discarding, I simply prefer reverse attitude:  low = like, high = hate). 
 

  ♠ 5 

  ♥ A Q 9 4 

  ♦ K 3 2 

  ♣ 9 8 7 4 3 

♠ 7 4    ♠ K Q J 8 6 3 2 

♥ K J 10 8   ♥ 5 3 

♦ Q 6 5 4   ♦ A 9 7 

♣ J 10 2    ♣ A 

  ♠ A 10 9 

  ♥ 7 6 2 

  ♦ J 10 8 

  ♣ K Q 6 5 
 

West  North  East  South 

    1♠   Pass 

1NT  Pass  3♠   All Pass 
 

South led the ♦J – Queen – King – Ace.  Declarer advanced the ♠Q which I won and was not at the critical point.  Who 

held the ♦9?  If partner, the diamonds could be cashed;  if declarer, leading a diamond would establish the ♦9 for him.  

If, instead of leading diamonds, South tries to find partner’s entry, which suit should be led?  South went wrong by 

trying to cash diamonds, allowing the ♦9 to win a trick when it should not have. 

 

You might think this was an unlucky guess?  Definitely not!  As South correctly pointed out, his error was putting 

himself in the position to guess in the first place.  It is almost impossible to defend accurately without help from 

partner.  So, simply duck the first round of spade and win the second. 

 

On the actual hand, North can now signal for a heart switch, which allows her to gain the lead and lead a diamond 

through declarer’s holding, defeating 3♠ easily. 

 

Even if declarer has only 6 spades, North should attempt to guide South in the defence by playing her hypothetical 

two trumps in a suit preference order (high-low = hearts, low-high = clubs), so South will know what to do when he 

wins the ♠A.   
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WHO COUNTS? 
 

The auction: 

West  North  East  South 

    1♥    3♣ (1) 

Double  Pass  4♠   All Pass 
 

(1) You are told that South’s 3♣ bid is “intermediate”, showing 15-17 HCP (!) 

 

♠ K 7 6 2   ♠ Q 10 5 3 

♥ J 8 6    ♥ A Q 9 7 5 

♦ A 10    ♦ K 5 2 

♣ K 8 7 6   ♣ A 

 

South leads the ♣Q and, on seeing dummy, you realise all the points lie with South.  You win the ♣A and lead a small 

spade from hand, in case South has the singleton ♠A.   

 

South wins the ♠A and continues with a club.  You play the King, being relatively happy to over-ruff if necessary, but 

the ♣K wins and you discard your small diamond.  You now cash the ♠K in case spades are 4-1 with North.  South 

discards a club, proving your careful play to have been worthwhile. 

 

You can’t afford to draw trumps in case the ♥K is with South.  Your next job should be to work on creating heart 

winners, so you lead a heart.  Leading the ♥J is incorrect, since you do not have the ♥10.  You should lead a small heart 

from dummy towards your hand.  What do you plan to play?   

 

If South has anything like his so-called 15-17 HCP, he is marked with the ♥K.  Therefore, you play the ♥A, dropping 

South’s King.  (If you have been counting, South now has a 1-1-5-6 – since you know he started with 6 clubs, given 

North followed to two club tricks.) 

 

You can now cross to the ♦A to lead spades and finesse, drawing the remaining trumps.  Then, all that remains is to 

cross to the ♥J in dummy and finesse North’s ♥10, making 12 tricks. 

 

Only 4 pairs of the 24 tables in play made 12 tricks, with some failing (usually in 4♥ rather than 4♠). 

 

Note:  West’s double was a sound bid, being a useful way to show the limit raise in hearts on this sort of auction.  It can’t 

hurt to stop to show the 4-card spade suit via a negative double, being willing to revert to hearts if necessary.  This is 

certainly a recommended action after a 2♣ overcall.  

 

Barbara Travis  
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THE JUMP CUEBID OF OPENER’S SUIT 
 

The following hand appeared in a Bulletin about the Alt-Inv Mixed Teams.  What bid would you make when holding: 

  ♠ A 8 

  ♥ A 2 

  ♦ Q 6 

  ♣ A K Q 10 9 5 4 

when your RHO opens 1♦ in front of you, after two Passes? 

 

If they had opened 1♥ or 1♠, your practical bid is 3NT.  You have nine winners, and your partner is a passed hand, 

making slam unlikely.  However, RHO has bid the one suit which you don’t have properly stopped, so 3NT has become 

riskier.   

 

Your hand is too big in playing strength to make a simple 2♣ overcall;  partner may pass when 3NT is cold.   

One option is to double, planning to rebid your clubs or to find some way to look for 3NT.  The ‘accepted’ bid is to 

jump to 3♦ (3-of-opener’s suit) which asks partner to bid 3NT if they have a stopper in opener’s suit.   

 

Here’s what happened per Mark Horton’s report: 

TABLE 1 

West  North  East  South 

    Pass  Pass 

1♦   Double  Pass  1♠  

Pass  2♦   Pass  2♠  

Pass  3NT  All Pass 
 

I confess I don’t understand North’s 3NT bid.  Having bid 2♦ (strong hand), why not rebid 3♦ to make it clear that you 

are looking for a diamond stopper?  Another possibility would be to bid a direct 3♦ over West’s opening bid. 
 

TABLE 2 

West  North  East  South 

    Pass  Pass 

1♦   3♦   All Pass 
 

North’s 3♦ bid was asking for a diamond stopper for 3NT.   

 

South held: 

  ♠ 7 5 4 2 

  ♥ 6 5 3 

  ♦ K 8 5 3 2 

  ♣ 6 

 

After the 3♦ bid, South – despite the lack of points and tricks – should just bid 3NT, saying they can control the 

diamond suit for NT purposes.  This bid relies on trust (or partner’s knowledge of the meaning of the bid). 

 

It works in a rather straightforward way: 

1-bid 2-cue bid   Michaels Cue Bid 

1-bid 3-cue bid   Stopper ask for 3NT 

1-bid Pass/then bid of the suit Natural (especially of a minor), unless partner has bid – when it  

     becomes a Cue Raise (10+ TP and support for partner’s suit)  
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HOW WOULD YOU PLAY? 

This is a hand from BridgeMaster which a few people have asked me about. 

 

  ♠ 4 3 2 

  ♥ 3 

  ♦ K Q J 10 9 8 

  ♣ K 2 

 

 

  ♠ Q J 10 9 

  ♥ A K 

  ♦ A 3 2 

  ♣ 10 9 8 7 

 

South is playing in 3NT with no opposition bidding. 

West leads the ♥Q.  How would you play? 

 

You have 2 heart tricks and 6 diamonds tricks.  If you plan to your extra trick with spades you will go down.  You have 

lost one of your two heart stoppers at trick 1.  You have to lose the lead twice to create additional winners, so you will 

find the opponents take 2 spades, at least 3 hearts (they hold 10 hearts between them) and 1 club.   

 

You actually need the ♣A onside to make a ninth trick.  If that isn’t the case, you will go down regardless.  Whilst you 

have your entries still intact – i.e. at trick 2 – lead a club, the ♣10, to dummy’s King.  When it wins you have your 9 

tricks – with the ♦A being an entry to your hand to cash the second heart winner. 

 

  

Gordon Wilkinson, playing with Vicki Taylor, 

won Beaumont’s Birthday Congress B Grade. 
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A GAME AT THE (VIRTUAL) CLUB 

Online bridge is an interesting environment.  People either love it or hate it.  You certainly play faster, get through a 

session more quickly, suffer no travel hassles and can dress as you please.  I suspect people may even scream at their 

computers (or electronic devices) but that’s just a pleasant escape for their partners! 

  

You are playing weak 2 opening bids, with 2NT as a ‘feature’ enquiry.  What does this auction mean to you? 

  North   South 

 2♠    2NT 

 3♥    3♠ ? 

  

In this structure (not Ogust), 3♥ shows a feature – specifically the Ace or King – in a non-minimum hand.  Shortage 

features (singletons or voids) are shown by a jump to the 4-level.   

  

You are South and hold: 

  ♠ K Q 6 

  ♥ K Q 8 3 

  ♦ K J 9 6 3 

  ♣ A 

  

You should now rebid 3♠ because, once partner shows a non-minimum, you are now in a game forcing auction.  By 

rebidding 3♠ you leave partner space to bid 4♦ should they have a singleton diamond, and now you can bid to slam.  

As it happens, partner would rebid 4♠ and you’ll play there anyway, their hand being: 

  ♠ A 10 9 8 7 3 

  ♥ A 4 

  ♦ 7 4 2 

  ♣ J 10 

  

On the next hand, our opponents did not star.  Partner opened 3♥ and East held: 

    ♠ A K Q 6 

    ♥ Q J 4 

    ♦ A 9 6 2 

    ♣ J 6 

  

To my thinking, that is an automatic 3NT bid.  Our East made a takeout double, probably influenced by his 4-card 

spade suit (rather than thinking No Trumps with his 3-card heart suit).  Naturally his partner bid 4♣ and there they 

played.   

   ♠ void 

  ♥ K 10 9 8 7 5 2 

  ♦ Q 5 4 

  ♣ Q 7 2 

♠ 9 8 2    ♠ A K Q 6 

♥ 6 3    ♥ Q J 4 

♦ K 8 7 3   ♦ A 9 6 2 

♣ A K 10 8   ♣ J 6 

  ♠ J 10 7 5 4 3 

  ♥ A 

  ♦ J 10 

  ♣ 9 5 4 3  
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Partner led the ♥10 to my Ace, and I decided that the 10 perhaps had some suit preference overtones, so with the 

spade length I led the ♠J back – and was delighted to see her ruff.  She continued with another heart (but saved her 

King), so I ruffed again, and gave her another spade ruff.  The contract was already down at trick 4, and we still had a 

diamond trick coming our way.   

  

On the other hand, 3NT was cold, especially with the heart suit blocked:  3 spades, 1 heart, 3 diamonds, 2 clubs.  This 

hand just reinforces the need to make practical bids after pre-empts.  I remember Tim Seres saying that defensive 

bidding against pre-empts is about getting a plus score, rather than finding the perfect contract all the time.   

  

The next hand was from the round against my brother, and it was a matter of Peter’s psychological play versus my 

practicalities (of the hand).   
 

  ♠ K Q 

  ♥ A K 

  ♦ Q 9 7 

  ♣ K 9 8 6 5 2 

♠ 10 4 2   ♠ A 9 8 7 

♥ 9 8 4    ♥ 6 3 

♦ K 6 5    ♦ A 8 3 2 

♣ Q J 10 3   ♣ A 7 4 

  ♠ J 6 5 3 

  ♥ Q J 10 7 5 2 

  ♦ J 10 4 

  ♣ void 
  

I opened the South hand a rather revolting (not vulnerable) 2♥, and partner raised to game. 

  

Peter led the ♣Q, ducked and ruffed.  One way to make the hand would be to ruff the fourth spade with one of 

dummy’s high trumps, but that also relied on diamonds behaving.  The other option was to establish the club suit in 

dummy.  I chose the latter, and decided that the ♣A needed to be tripleton in the East hand, since I could only afford 

to trump three times (and draw trumps, assuming they were 3-2).   

  

Therefore, at trick 2, I crossed to dummy with a high trump and led a club, ruffing.  I wondered what club Peter would 

play to try to deflect me (and apparently he was wondering which would be most effective too).  As I trumped, he 

played the ♣J – an irrelevant card.  I crossed back to dummy with the other high trump to ruff a third club and 

watched as the ♣A appeared.  I ruffed and drew the last trump.  I wasn’t bothered by the fact that I held no more 

trumps because I held full stoppers in each of the other suits.   

  

Now it was time to lead a spade, forcing the entry to dummy – to the high clubs.  Apparently, quite a few people mis-

picked the play of this hand, whilst others, who didn’t open the weak, weak 2, finished in a dreadful 3♣ contract by 

North. 
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You hold: 

♠ J 10 9 7 

♥ J 5 

♦ Q 5 4 

♣ 7 5 4 2 
 

and are on lead against 4♠ after the auction:  1♠ - 1NT – 4♠ (no bidding by your side). 

  

What would you lead and why?  Leading the doubleton diamond is not recommended, because you will be ruffing 

hearts with your natural trump trick. (Looking for a ruff would be more reasonable if you held A-x-x in trumps, in which 

case a ruff scores you an additional trump trick;  trumping with J-10-9-x is simply ruffing with your normal trump trick.)  

The choice should be between clubs and diamonds.  Personally, I prefer the ♦4 lead with this hand, because the club 

suit is so weak you need a lot from partner in the club suit for it to be right.  You need a lot less from your partner in 

diamonds for the lead to work.   

  

I’m trying not to be a result merchant!  On this hand, partner held the ♦K-J, and the ♣Q, reinforcing my beliefs. 

  

The auction:   Pass (you) – 1♦ – Pass – Pass – back to you… 

What would you do with: 

♠ A 8 7 4 2 

♥ 7 

♦ K 8 5 

♣ K 8 7 2 

  

The vulnerability (though we were NV and the opponents were Vul) had nothing to do with my decision.  My singleton 

heart was the determining factor behind my decision to Pass.  Partner, after all, had not overcalled with 1♥ so, in all 

likelihood, the opponents had a heart fit – perhaps even enough for game.  Here’s the hand:   

♠ A 8 7 4 2 

♥ 7 

♦ K 8 5 

♣ K 8 7 2 

♠ 9 6    ♠ K Q J 5 

♥ A 8 6 5 2   ♥ K Q J 3 

♦ 6 4    ♦ A 10 7 3 

♣ 9 6 5 3   ♣ J 

  ♠ 10 3 

  ♥ 10 9 4 

  ♦ Q J 9 2 

  ♣ A Q 10 4 

  

East-West make 4♥ (unless a trump is led, according to Deep Finesse).  If I had balanced with 1♠, East would surely 

have bid again, or even West can bid 2♥, given the initial Pass.   

  

Look what happened against 1♦…  South led the ♦Q, an excellent lead against 1-minor, passed out.  Declarer won the 

♦A and led the ♠K, ducked.  He then led the ♥K, which won, and followed that up with a second spade, the Queen 

losing to my Ace.  I cashed the ♦K to draw dummy’s last trump, then led the ♠8 – Jack – and partner discarded a heart 

loser, keeping his trump control of the hand.  Declarer now led the ♥Q, which I ruffed.  I was able to cash the ♠7 now – 

not that partner needed the discard, then continued with the last spade as a means of drawing trumps.  Partner could 

now draw the trumps and we cashed our clubs, for 300, an obviously good score. 
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Just remember that ‘rule’ regarding balancing:  if you are really short in one of the unbid majors, think twice about 

balancing.  Partner hasn’t overcalled in that suit, so the opponents may well have a fit (even game) in that suit.  You 

are often wiser to Pass in such situations. 

  

This hand was interesting both to bid and play: 
  

  ♠ A 10 2 

  ♥ A 10 6 5 3 

  ♦ A K 10 

  ♣ 6 2 

  

  ♠ K J 8 7 4 

  ♥ K 

  ♦ 5 2 

  ♣ A K J 9 5 

  

  North   South 

     1♠  

  2♥ (1)   3♣ (2) 

  3♠ (3)   4♠ (4) 

  4NT   5♥   

  6♠    Pass 

  

(1) Game forcing 

(2) Despite the game force, the new suit at the 3-level still showed extras (values/shape) 

(3) Stronger than 4♠, encouraging cue bids 

(4) Denying slam interest – thinking he’d bid the value of his hand 

  

Regardless of partner’s 4♠ bid, I had to bid on.  We may have been ‘borderline’ for slam, but I held four critical cards, 

and a doubleton club.  I don’t like using RKCB with a small doubleton, but I didn’t want to cue bid at the 5-level. 

  

The good slam had been reached.  West led the ♦Q, won in dummy.  Before embarking on trumps, partner chose to 

work the club suit, in case he needed to ruff.  Basically, the club suit would determine what partner needed to do in the 

trump suit.  He cashed the ♣A and ♣K, dropping the ♣Q-10 from West!  With the clubs no longer a problem, it was 

just a matter of playing the trumps – keeping an honour in dummy if East won and continued with clubs.   

  

There are many hands where you must work on the secondary suit before the trump suit, sometimes in order to retain  

trump control, sometimes because of entries and transportation (as in the 4♥ earlier), occasionally because you need  

to find out whether a finesse has worked or not, and, as in this case, to determine how to play the trump suit. 

 

The last hand posed a challenge for North, holding: 

  ♠ K 9 3 

  ♥ A Q 10 9 3 

  ♦ A Q 4 2 

  ♣ 7 
  

West North  East  South 

      1♦  

4♣   ? 
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What is North’s best action here?  This is a demonstration of the power of a pre-empt.  If West had only bid 3♣, then it  

is straightforward for North to bid 3♥, natural and forcing.  South will have plenty of space below game to continue  

describing their hand.  I’m not so sure that 4♥, after 4♣, is the correct bid though, because South will often pass with a  

misfit, assuming really long hearts.   

  

I think the best action is for North to double, then correct 4♠ to 5♦.  You have then shown hearts, diamonds and a  

decent hand.  As it happened, I had opened 1♦ with a 5-0-6-2 and didn’t know whether to continue with 4♠ over the  

4♥ bid – I definitely should – or to Pass, assuming long hearts – I shouldn’t, but did!  We missed an excellent 6♦, a  

decent 6♠, and went down in 4♥ instead.   

  

My hand: 

  ♠ A Q 6 5 4 

  ♥ void 

  ♦ K J 10 9 7 5 

  ♣ J 4 

  

Many others had a much simpler time in the auction, dealing with a 3♣ overcall. 

Ah – the joys of this game. 

 

Barbara Travis 

 

 

Pam Morgan-King and Ingrid Cooke: 

winners of Bridge at Beaumont’s Birthday Congress, A Grade. 
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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PAIRS and TEAMS 
 

For those who are learning about playing Teams (or Butler Pairs, with scoring like Teams), one of the main 

considerations is ensuring the safety of your contract, rather than playing for every overtrick (as you would play at 

Pairs). 

 

The following hand struck me as a classic example of the difference between the two versions of our wonderful game. 

  ♠ Q J 4 

  ♥ A J 8 7 

  ♦ A 6 

  ♣ A 9 7 5 

 

  ♠ A K 5 3 

  ♥ 5 

  ♦ K 10 9 

  ♣ K 10 8 6 2 

 

You have reached 6♣ by South.  The contract is excellent, with the only potential risk being a bad club break.  You can 

manage any 3-1 club break (losing just one club), but you may run into difficulties should clubs break 4-0. 

 

At Pairs, you should just plan to play the ♣A or ♣K, hoping clubs break 2-2, in which case you will make all the tricks.  

After all, other pairs should be in this excellent contract, so you want to score as many tricks as possible.   

 

At Teams, where you want to ensure your contract, regardless of overtricks, the 4-0 break becomes a consideration.  

This means that you should NOT lead a top club at trick 2 because, if you lead the ♣K and East has ♣Q-J-4-3, you will 

go down, or if you lead the ♣A and West has ♣Q-J-4-3, you will fail.  Instead, you should lead a small club from 

whichever hand – let’s say, South.  If West follows, they are the only hand that can hold 4 clubs, so you should just 

cover whatever card they play.  If West shows out, then you win the ♣A and start finessing East’s 4-card club suit, 

bearing in mind that you need to ruff your diamond loser before all dummy’s trumps are removed.  (The same works if 

you are in North’s hand, you lead a small club and play similarly.) 

 

This play allows for 4-0 trump breaks, although it may cost an overtrick – which is not as important at Teams.  Losing 

an overtrick costs you 1 IMP, whereas losing the slam costs you 14 IMPs when not vulnerable and 16-17 IMPs when 

vulnerable! 

 

Barbara Travis 

 

 

I was recently asked the difference between: 

TEAMS:  1 team v. another team – IMP scoring converted to Victory Points. 

BUTLER PAIRS:  Usually a round robin, where each Pair plays each other Pair.  Scoring is like Teams – with an ‘average’ 

score determined which is what you score up with (as the other team) – IMP scoring converted to Victory Points. 

SWISS BUTLER PAIRS:  Usually a set number of matches, where 1st plays 2nd, 3rd plays 4th (unless you have already 

played that pair).  Scoring is like Teams and Butler Pairs – IMP scoring converted to Victory Points. 

SWISS MATCHPOINT BUTLER PAIRS:  Run as a Pairs event but you play longer ‘rounds’, e.g. 7 or 8 boards.  These 

are scored in Matchpoints (Pairs) then your scores for the round are then converted to the average of that round.  That 

percentage is later converted to Victory Points. 
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COMING EVENTS 

 

STATE EVENTS 

Tuesday 17th December  SABF Christmas Party    SA Bridge Assoc. 

 

Wednesday 27th January  Daytime State Teams Championship starts SA Bridge Assoc. 

 

Thursday 28th January  Open Trials – Final, Plate, Under Life starts SA Bridge Assoc. 

 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Thursday 31st December  New Year’s Eve Congress   SA Bridge Assoc. 

 

Friday 8th January to  SA Bridge Assoc. Summer Festival of Bridge SA Bridge Assoc. 

Monday 11th January 

 

Sunday 14th February  SA Bridge Assoc. Swiss Pairs Congress  SA Bridge Assoc. 

 

 

 

RESULTS 
 

REGIONAL GNOT 

1st ABC 1: Keith Barrie – Tim O’Loughlin, Andrew Hill – Mark Fairlamb 

2nd BEAUMONT 1: Linda Alexander – Di Marler, Therese Demarco – Lori Smith 

3rd GAWLER 1: Sam Brown – Mick Koziol, Arthur Davies – David Shilling 

 

STATE TEAMS PHASE 2 

1st CROFT: Nic Croft – Arjuna de Livera, Barbara Travis – Bertie Morgan – Howard Melbourne 

2nd HARMS:  Russel Harms – Jeff Travis, Zolly Nagy – David Middleton, Justin Williams – Phil Markey 

3rd ZOLLO: David Anderson – Ian Hilditch, Roger Januszke – John Zollo 

 

STATE TEAMS FINALISTS (Overall Qualifying) 

1 HARMS: Russel Harms – Jeff Travis, Zolly Nagy – David Middleton, Justin Williams – Phil Markey 

2 GALLASCH: Phil Gallasch – Joff Middleton – Graham Pellen, John Horowitz – David Cherry 

3 CROFT: Nic Croft – Arjuna de Livera, Barbara Travis – Bertie Morgan – Howard Melbourne 

4 ZOLLO: David Anderson – Ian Hilditch, Roger Januszke – John Zollo 

5    DEMARCO: Therese Demarco – Lori Smith, Gordon Fallon – Sue Lusk, Pam Morgan-King – Andrew Eddie 

 

STATE TEAMS FINALS 

HARMS v. CROFT - pending 
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STATE SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIP 

1st Penny Bowen 

2nd John Zollo 

3rd Caprice Davey 

 

STATE SENIORS’ PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIP 

=1st Sheila Bird – Felicity Smyth 

=1st Ian Hilditch – David Lusk 

3rd Ingrid Cooke – Bob Clarke 
 

B GRADE 

1st Darryl Couzner – Rod Moritz 

2nd Chris Barnwell – Helen Rollond 

3rd Paul Acfield – Graham Stucley 

 

SABA TEAMS (sponsored by Andrew Eddie) 

1st EDDIE: Andrew Eddie, Sue Lusk, Judy Hocking, Kevin Lange 

2nd SMYTH:  Felicity Smyth, Russel Harms, Paul Hudson, Jon Hunt, Jeff Travis, Justin Williams  

3rd ZOLLO:  John Zollo, Andy Babiszewski, Roger Januszke, Chris Lorimer, Greg Sargent 
 

BEST NOVICE TEAM 

1st DAVEY: Caprice Davey, Fletcher Davey, Alice Handley, Zolly Nagy 

 

BRIDGE AT BEAUMONT BIRTHDAY CONGRESS 

A GRADE 

1st Ingrid Cooke – Pam Morgan-King 

2nd Carole & John Foreman 

3rd Therese Demarco – Lori Smith 
 

SESSIONAL WINNERS:  Sally Fraser – Moira Smith, Therese Demarco – Lori Smith, Ingrid Cooke – Pam Morgan-King, 

Carole & John Foreman 
 

B GRADE 

1st Vicki Taylor – Gordon Wilkinson 

2nd Grace Altschwager – Frances Marlor 

3rd Elaine Kenny – Veronica Peters 
 

SESSIONAL WINNERS:  Vicki Taylor – Gordon Wilkinson, Elaine Kenny – Veronica Peters, Grace Altschwager – Frances 

Marlor, Margaret Stevens – Peter Bufton  
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