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SA BRIDGE FEDERATION 
 

MINUTES OF MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Saturday 28 May 2016 
 

SABA 
 

Meeting opened at 9.30am 
 
1.  Present: 

President:  John Zollo 
Treasurer:  Paul Walker 
Minutes Secretary: Bob Clarke 
Committee: David Anderson; Jinny Fuss; David Parrott; Jeanette Lunnie; Evan 

Allanson; Sue Phillips 
 

2. Apologies:  Phil Gue; Margaret Walters 

3. Observers:  None 
 

4. Statement of Non-Disclosure 
The meeting confirmed that discussions at the meeting were not to be disclosed. 
 
5. Minutes of previous meeting 
The minutes of the previous Management Committee Meeting held 24 April were accepted.  
 
6. Matters Arising 

(i) The error rate in Thursday night boards has improved, but there are still odd errors 
resulting from Walter not dealing with the hands showing on the screen. David 
Anderson to again stress the correct operation of the machine to Walter. 

(ii) Directors’ Training – this has been organized.  Satisfactory numbers are expected to 
attend. 

(iii) Youth Co-ordinator.  Phil Gue (on behalf of the ABC) has been appointed to this 
position.  Phil has been appointed as SA representative on the National Youth 
Committee.  Felicity Smyth has offered to draft a letter to schools on the benefits of 
school children learning to play bridge, and promoting Phil’s first set of lessons for 
young players on 3rd and 10th July. 

 
7. Treasurers Report 

The Treasurer’s Report was circulated prior to the meeting.  Currently, the balance of the 
SABF accounts is $78,174.11 after provisions.  The ANOT is showing a profit of $21,000 at 
the end of May, but the final profit will be about $7,000 after final bills are paid. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted.  

 
8. 2016 ANC Interstate Teams 

The Teams’ Manager was not present, but indicated beforehand that all is ready for the 
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ANC.  All payments for the Victory Dinner have been made, and all players will receive a 
rebate of $100 or $50 after the dinner, depending on whether or not their team plays in the 
relevant final. 

9. ANOT 2016 
There were 72 teams (76 last year) and 130 pairs (140 last year). The organizer estimates 
that 3 teams may have been lost to the Barrier Reef Congress.  Jinny has found it hard to 
source new card tables, and will try to find them online.  The venue is now charging extra 
for the use of items such as tables for directing staff and extra power points.  
A petition was received from some participants in the Under Life Master events, suggesting 
that the qualification for these events should be tightened to prevent overqualified players 
from entering.  Currently in the teams event one Bronze Life Master is allowed per team.  It 
was pointed out that while the rules for qualification are set by the SABF and could be 
altered, tightening the rules as requested in the petition would almost certainly lead to fewer 
teams entering for the event, endangering its existence. In fact, some other national event 
organisers are considering moving to our qualification rules for their restricted events in an 
attempt to increase numbers to a more viable level. 
Jinny reported that the eWay payment system was very successful.  A common entry and 
payment system for all national competitions is currently under discussion among state 
organisations. 
Numbers were well down in both the Women’s and the Seniors’ Swiss Pairs, from 26 to 18 
in the Women’s and from 46 to 24 in the Seniors.  It is necessary to keep these events 
separate from the Open event so that PQPs can be awarded (eg it is not possible to have a 
Women’s division within the Open). 
The President moved a vote of thanks to the Organizer and the whole ANOT team for 
running such a successful event – accepted. 

 
10.  Tournament Committee 

There was no separate report. 
Considerable correspondence, including a petition, has been received regarding the new 
(from 2015) system of choosing state representative teams.  The correspondents do not have 
a consistent view on their preferred system.  There was some discussion of using Cross-
Imping instead of Butler average for the qualifying events.  David Anderson pointed out that 
this would mean counting the scores on all tables instead of discounting “outliers” as is done 
when calculating the Butler averages.  This can cause distortions if the field is uneven, as is 
the case with the Seniors’ and Women’s fields.  These matters will be addressed by the 
Tournament Committee in the context of a post ANC review in early July. 

  
11.  ABF – AGM Delegates’ Reports 

A report from Phil Gue was received.  The main items highlighted were the proposal to hold 
a world championship in Adelaide in 2021 (well received by delegates), and the fall in 
numbers in women’s events generally (evident at the ANOT this year).  

 
12.  Youth Bridge – Correspondence 

A letter was received by the President from David Lusk.  It referred to, amongst other 
matters, a “disturbing action” … “allegedly taken by the Tournament Committee Chair…” 
against the previous Youth Co-ordinator, Lauren Travis. In reference to this, John Zollo 
pointed out that he had spoken to Lauren, who had expressed no concerns regarding any 
comments made by Tournament Committee Chair. The President will respond to David 
Lusk along those lines.   
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Questions were raised at the meeting about aspects of the “mentoring” process for young 
people as contained in the flyer advertising free bridge lessons for young people on 3rd and 
10th July.  It was agreed that this should be left to the new Youth Coordinator, Phil Gue. 

  
13.  Disciplinary Procedures. 

A new Complaints Procedure has been drafted by John Zollo and circulated to David Parrott, 
Tim O’Loughlin and Phil Markey (the new SABF Legal Counsel) for comments and 
discussion. The new procedure specifies that the President or President’s nominee conducts 
a preliminary investigation of any formal complaint received by the SABF. A formal 
complaint about a player’s behaviour on Thursday night (26th May) was received shortly 
before the Committee meeting.  It was agreed that David Parrott would conduct the 
preliminary investigation, as there was a potential conflict of interest if the President was to 
conduct the investigation.  

 
14.  CPD Seminar by Joan Butts (Teaching Defence) 

Joan Butts has offered to conduct a Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Seminar 
for bridge teachers on the topic of teaching defence to bridge players, in the second half of 
this year. This is the second of a series of CPD Seminars conducted by Joan. As was the case 
in the first CPD seminar conducted by Joan in Adelaide in 2015, the SABF will provide a 
venue and lunch, and the ABF will pay all travel costs.  Sunday September 11th was agreed 
as the only suitable date in the July – October timeframe. The CPD Seminar will be held at 
the SABA clubrooms. 
 

15.  Other Business 
Phil Markey has agreed to be the SABF Legal Counsel. 

 
16.  Next meeting 

The next meeting will be held at ABC on Saturday 9 July at 9.30am. 
The meeting closed at 11.00am. 

 


