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SA BRIDGE FEDERATION 

 
MINUTES OF MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Saturday 24 June 2017 at SABA 

 
 
Meeting opened at 9.30am 
 
1.  Present: 

President:  John Zollo 
Secretary:  Angela Norris 
Treasurer:  Paul Walker 
Committee: David Anderson, Bob Clarke, Jeanette Lunnie, David Parrott, 

Margaret Walters, Jinny Fuss 
Comm 
2. Apologies: Sue Phillips, Jill and Evan Allanson 

 
3. Observers: Nil 

 
4. Statement of Non-Disclosure 

The meeting confirmed that discussions at the meeting were not to be disclosed. 
 
5. Minutes of previous meeting 

The minutes of Management Committee meeting held 22 April 2017 were accepted.  
   Moved: Paul Walker. Seconded: Margaret Walters 
 

6. Business arising from minutes 
(a) Mike Doecke will prepare 28 hands for the 2017 Statewide Pairs. Date of event to be 

decided when the hands have been prepared. 
(b) An ABF Marketing Grant of $8400 was received in May for the coming financial year. 

Secretary to invite Clubs to apply for a grant. Approved club expenditure will be 
subsidised $ for $ and should have an emphasis on teaching. 

(c) Proposed Affiliation form accepted as the SABF standard form, to be used in 
conjunction with new ABF Affiliation Policy. 

(d) David Anderson attended a Conference in May re the new laws. There are some 
problems and inconsistencies in the published laws. The new laws have been circulated 
to all directors in SA. David Anderson plans to hold a Seminar in August after the 
inconsistencies have been clarified. Agreed we wait a month until 1st September to adopt 
the new rules for SABF events.  

Moved: David Anderson. Seconded: David Parrott 
(e) Pianola for all clubs? John Zollo had a Skype hook-up in early May with James Ward 

who has agreed to put together a package for us. The SABF is interested in the basic 
Pianola service for which charges are based on number of tables per week. Pianola Plus 
services can be taken up by individuals or clubs if they want to, but would not be part of 
the proposal being put together for the SABF. We are awaiting his reply.  

(f) Payments for ANOT organiser: we are paying the higher of the two amounts considered. 
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7.  Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer circulated the following reports: Bank Reconciliation, Summary of Income 
and Expenditure for SABF 2016-17, and Payments since the last meeting. 
Currently the balance of the SABF accounts is $130,382.13.   
Payments of $51,164.37 are to be ratified, mainly a few remaining ANOT costs plus ANC 
team costs and subsidies. There are also some outstanding bills to be paid. 
We remain in a good position. 13 of 15 invoiced payments have been received for capitation 
fees. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted and payments ratified.  

  Moved: Jinny Fuss. Seconded: Margaret Walters 
 

 
8. Correspondence  

(a) ABF 
 From Allison Stralow re Tournament Organisers’ Workshop to be held 16-17 Oct 

2017. Jinny Fuss will attend, with costs picked up by the ABF.  
The meeting agreed that Paul Walker be confirmed as Jinny’s ANOT Organiser 
understudy, and that the SABF pay for him to attend the workshop. 

Moved: Jinny Fuss. Seconded: Margaret Walters 
 

(b) Other correspondence - tabled 
 Thanks from Riverland BC for Marketing grant. 
 From Office for the Ageing – our proposal for a PADG grant was rejected. 
 From Jinny Fuss re new Storage Unit for ANOT gear, which is very satisfactory. 
 From Margaret Walters re Certificate for Bridge Directors’ course. David Parrott 

has modified it slightly to include Club Directors. 
Discussion followed re number of Club Directors and whether they are 
accredited. Most have attended a directors’ workshop/course, but not all of them 
have completed the Club Director’s exam. It was agreed that clubs should be 
encouraged to persuade their directors who are not accredited to sit for the 
requisite exam. John Zollo and David Anderson will compile a list of directors 
(and their qualifications) and this will be kept up to date by the Tournament 
Committee. 
David Parrott (as head of the Education and Training Committee) usually 
organises two directors’ workshops a year, one basic, one advanced. Jeanette 
Lunnie asked whether we could run more workshops, but given that the existing 
workshops are not very well attended, there is little justification for holding 
more. Hopefully there will be better attendance this year because of the law 
changes. 

 
9.   Tournament committee report  

 David Anderson reported that a scoring error in the second teams match on Thursday 
night (22nd June) was advised to the director after the draw for the next round had 
been produced. In accordance with published regulations, the score was amended, 
but the draw cannot be amended once published. All players will be encouraged to 
check the scores entered into bridgemates! 

 Play-off Points (PQPs) for Seniors’ and Women’s ANC Selection Events: After 
further discussion, the proposal presented at the last meeting was approved. David 
Anderson to write an article explaining PQPs for the next SABF newsletter.   
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 Eligibility Rules for SABF Teams and Swiss Butler Events. Under the existing 
rules players need to play in two-thirds of matches to be eligible for a place. In 
practice, this means that a player or pair can only miss one week of a 5 week event (it 
is rare for a player or pair to be able to play one of the two matches held in an 
evening).  The SABF Committee had approved a one-off change to 60% in a 
previous event because of extenuating circumstances, and scoring software had been 
changed accordingly. Unfortunately the software was then not modified for the next 
event (State Swiss Pairs Championship) which resulted in the incorrect (ineligible) 
pair being announced as winners. They accepted an apology with good grace.  
The matter was referred back to the Tournament Committee for resolution, with a 
recommendation to be tabled at the next full committee meeting on 24th August. The 
review to also consider whether players absent representing SA and Australia should 
receive different treatment as they do in match-pointed pairs events. 
 
 

10.  ANOT 2017 - (Report tabled) 
 There are a few outstanding bills still to be paid.  
 Jinny Fuss has bought more crates, as previously agreed, on OHS grounds. The number 

of boards in each crate needs to be reduced because full crates were too heavy to be 
handled safely. David Anderson has also ordered more cards. 

 Continuing low numbers in the Women’s and Seniors’ events are a concern, but a 
survey conducted at this year’s event showed that cost is not a significant factor, and 
players are not interested in cheaper entry fees. A Mixed Pairs event was suggested, as 
was the awarding of PQPs for State ANC Seniors’ and Women’s Teams selection 
events. Expecting members of State teams to play in their partnerships in the ANOT 
Women’s and Senior’s events was also raised. These suggestions will be considered 
further before the 2018 ANOT. 

 There was a glitch which resulted in the wrong set of boards being distributed to some 
tables in one of the early matches of the Teams. The problem was not discovered until a 
few boards had been played, and resulted in all boards needing to be withdrawn and 
replaced. Jinny is confident that the process has been tightened and the problem will not 
re-occur.  

 David Anderson suggested that we need a full-time floor manager, and this will be 
considered for the 2018 event. 

 Jinny explained the issues involved with getting suitable caddies. 
 The increase in the number of teams this year was exceptional. David Anderson will 

investigate the introduction of an Under 700 (masterpoint) Teams event (which has been 
very successful in the Gold Coast Congress). 

 David Parrott commended a very successful ANOT, including the use of the entire hall 
which added to the atmosphere as well as allowed more effective management of 
players. 

 Very positive feedback was received from the Rookie pairs who played for free on the 
Monday. All received a book prize. 

 It was agreed that the charge for all Monday events be reduced from $30 to $20 (but 
would remain at $10 for players who had participated in the ANOT). 
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11.  Youth Bridge report  
 Margaret Walters gave a verbal Youth Bridge report. 
 Saturday youth play is going steadily. There are two new players, and there are 

usually about eight participants. The two older players are playing on Thursday 
nights as well.  

 The Committee formally accepted the ANC Youth team (formation of the team 
was not complete at the time of the last committee meeting). They are well organised 
for Canberra: Phil Gue and Margaret Walters will manage the team, including 
staying with the 12, 13, and 14 year-olds in an apartment, while the older boys will 
share an apartment next door. 

 Margaret Walters indicated that Phil Gue is not intending to invoice the SABF for his 
Youth Program work at this stage, but Paul Walker requested an invoice for the 
Saturday barbecue costs. 

 
 

12.  Education and Training committee report - no further report. 
 
 

13.  Any other business 
David Anderson reported on the poor behaviour of a player on Thursday nights. John Zollo 
said we need a formal complaint. David Anderson will speak to relevant Directors about 
submitting reports if they are called to a table because of poor behaviour. David and 
Margaret Walters will email John Zollo who will also check whether a complaint has been 
made to David Cherry, the Recorder. John will speak to the player in question.  
 
The meeting closed at 11.05am. 
 
ACTIONS: 
(1) Secretary to invite Clubs to apply for a Marketing grant. 
(2) David Anderson to follow up on new laws, and schedule a seminar in August. 
(3) John Zollo to send David Anderson (and David Parrott) a copy of a list of South 

Australian directors compiled last year for the National Director Development Officer. 
This will be brought up to date and then maintained on an ongoing basis by the 
Tournament Committee. 

(4) David Anderson to prepare an article explaining PQPs for the next SABF newsletter. 
(5) Tournament Committee to review the regulations relating to eligibility for being placed 

in  SABF Swiss Butler Pairs and Teams events, and to report to the full committee at the 
next meeting. 

(6) John Zollo, David Anderson and Margaret Walters to follow up complaint. 
 
NB Secretary absent from 30 June until 22 July.  
 
 

Date of next meeting 26 August 2017 at SABA at 9.30am. 


