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SA BRIDGE FEDERATION 
 

MINUTES OF MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

held Sunday 21 June 2020 at SABA  
 

The meeting opened at 10am.The President Barbara Travis welcomed all and introduced Dulcie Easley, 
President of Christies Beach Bridge Club, attending as an Observer.  
 
Present: 

 President:  Barbara Travis 
 Secretary:  Angela Norris 
 Treasurer:  (apology) 
 Committee:          Adel Abdelhamid, Jill Allanson, David Anderson, Jinny Fuss, Sue Lusk,  

Dianne Marler, Moira Smith, Peter Teubner.  
 

1. Apologies:         John Elliott, Heather Motteram, Paul Walker.  
Absent:    David Gue 
Observer:   Dulcie Easley  

 
2. Statement of non-disclosure: The meeting confirmed that sensitive discussions at the meeting 

were not to be disclosed. The meeting agreed that appropriate standards of etiquette would be observed. 
 
3. Minutes of previous meeting 

The Minutes of meeting held 16 May 2020 via Zoom were accepted with two amendments: 
In line 1 of Item 7, ‘as’ should read ‘if’.  
The last line of the Treasurer’s report should be in Item 7. 
               Moved: Di Marler.    Seconded: Sue Lusk.  Accepted. 
 

4. Business arising from minutes 
StepBridge has been very successful during the Covid-19 lockdown. They have about fifty new 
members, have increased their number of tournaments (on an ongoing basis), and have generated 
considerable income for the SABF via masterpoints (1900 mps in May versus usual 100 – so about 
$4000, 25% to come to SABF). 
 

5. President’s report 
 GNOT Final has been cancelled by the ABF. Clubs can still run their GNOT Qualifying events for 

gold masterpoints. Clubs should notify David Anderson by August. SABF may run a final if 
sufficient interest. David will circulate this information to clubs. 

 World Championships 2020 have been deferred until the same time in 2021. The Australian teams 
selected for 2020 will be our teams for 2021. SA reps are David Gue, George Bartley, Bertie 
Morgan, Lauren Travis, and George Smolanko.  

 Barbara thanked Sheila Bird and Jon Hunt for organising the Online League 2 event which included 
Semi-Finals and Final, and was conducted very professionally. 

 Leigh Gold plans to run an Online Interstate Youth Teams event during late June and through July. 
Justin Williams is organising our SA Team and has five members so far: David Gue, Lincoln Davey, 
Fletcher Davey, Bertie Morgan, and George Bartley. The matches are likely to be held at the 
Adelaide Bridge Centre, with the players in different corners of the room and Justin as ‘moderator’. 

 Bridge in Schools is on hold in the current lockdown situation. 
 Recorders. Adel believes Phil Gallasch is an official recorder. Barbara will find two more, including 

a female. Secretary to check SABF history for outline of recorders’ duties. 
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 David A proposed that SABF could reinstate the State-Wide Pairs which we have not run since 2017. 
This may be an excellent opportunity to give back to the players after closures end or should we look 
at running it online? 

Moved: Peter Teubner.  Seconded: Jill Allanson.  Accepted. 
 

6. Treasurer’s report 
 The Treasurer’s report was previously circulated, including Bank Reconciliation, Summary of 

Income and Expenditure, Payments made since last meeting, 
 The Treasurer was absent from the meeting but reported we are currently slightly better than break-

even. 
              Moved: Dianne Marler.   Seconded: Peter Teubner.  Accepted. 
 

7. Club reports (and clubs’ re-opening plans) 
Club reports received were previously circulated. The reports were acknowledged. 
 
Dulcie Easley reported that Christies Beach Bridge Club is not opening yet and has to wait for their 
Council to agree. Not in a hurry to re-open as average age is 79 and many have compromised health. 
Their committee meeting will be held later next month. 
 
Sue Lusk can now have up to 37 players at her venue so up to nine tables. Sue will ring around her 
players before re-opening. 
 
Gary Deaton at SABA has devised wooden squares to enlarge the table top, providing extra distancing 
‘protection’ at the table. Adel reported that SABA has developed their Covid-Safe Plan.  They will 
circulate their re-opening plans to all SABA members and seek their response. The Club will perhaps 
re-open in July if members want to play; it will be the members’ decision. The Unley clubrooms will re-
open first as SABA owns the venue (i.e. no Satellite Clubs re-opening yet). 
SABA will circulate the Re-opening Plan to SABF members. 
 
Beaumont Club is re-opening on 3 July on Fridays only and retaining bridge online on Mondays. 
Barbara’s members are all keen to return to face-to-face bridge. 
Barbara advised us Rex Whitford is happy for clubs to contact him re setting up a booking system 
online. The system is extremely simple to use. Contact 0412 226 737 or rex.w@outlook.com . 
 
Sue Phillips contacted her local police who said that it is okay if four friends are sitting around a table to 
play bridge. Many at her club are playing online until they resume at the club on 3 July. 
 
Adel asked whether we should wait a bit longer to re-open. David A pointed out that many players 
depend on face-to-face bridge for a social life and are very lonely at home. Bridge adds structure to their 
lives. 
 
Moira reported that some members at Gawler are keen to re-open and are interested to know what others 
are doing. Moira had a call from Broken Hill where they are keen to play but have to follow NSW rules.  
 
Peter said Glenelg will have far fewer tables when they resume. He has picked up some good ideas re 
booking etc from this meeting. Helen Wetherell has emailed Glenelg members a weekly bridge lesson by 
Arthur Porter.  
 
Jill reported that Bridge in the Barossa do not want to rush back because of their member demographic 
and they do not have permission from their Council. Jill will advise them of the 1m protective squares on 
tables. They may have their Congress in late July. 
 
 



SABF Management Committee meeting 21 June 2020 Page 3 
 

 
8. Correspondence 

Previously circulated. 
The Director-Training Sub-Committee requested approval for Wendy Hooper to continue her training by 
acting as an understudy at state and national events in 2021.  
It was agreed the best pathway for Wendy would be to start with congresses when these resume. Dianne 
will invite Wendy to combine caddying on a Thursday evening with understudying the director. 
David Lusk has past exam papers. It may be useful for David A to select questions and provide 
mentoring on decisions. Barbara to ask Wendy. 
 

9. Tournament committee report 
Previously circulated. 
All planning by the TC is subject to SABA’s re-opening, and Covid-Safe Plans being acceptable. 
 President and Secretary to draft SABF Covid-Safe Plan (and ensure it coordinates with SABA’s Covid-
Safe Plan). 
 28 tables are suggested (maximum under current conditions). The TC does not want to restrict any 
players but if there has to be a limit it will be ‘first in, first served’. 
TC recommendations for re-starting SABF events were accepted.   

             Moved:  Dianne Marler.   Seconded: Peter Teubner.   Accepted 
 

The Women’s final probably will not be held. David would prefer a GNOT event.  Clubs can proceed 
with GNOT regional events if they wish – gold points. 
David is maintaining contact with all clubs. All are waiting to see whether their congresses can go ahead. 
All red and green masterpoints from BBO are converted and allocated to clubs, and invoiced quarterly. 
Barbara will ask Sheila and Jon to run another team event on BBO at $40 per team, avoiding Monday nights when 
SABA is trying to establish an online session. 
  . 

  
10.  Education and training committee 

Jill A has a letter to send to trainers when bridge resumes. Joan Butts will do face-to-face training with 
teachers when this is able to be arranged. 
Director training. See above under Correspondence. 
 

12.  Any other business 
Adel suggested we may lose 30% of players when we return to face-to-face bridge. Should we think 
strategically and do some marketing to attract new members? Funds are available from the ABF if we 
put forward a sound proposal for state-wide marketing. 
Agreed we form a Marketing sub-committee and call for interested volunteers from the wider bridge 
community. Barbara will invite members to indicate interest in the next issue of SABF News. 

 
The meeting closed at 11.40am. 

 
Dates of future meetings for 2020: 
 
1 August (NB brought forward) 
10 October 
12 December AGM, followed by meeting. 
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