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SA BRIDGE FEDERATION 
 

MINUTES OF MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Saturday 12 May 2018 at SABA 
 
Meeting opened at 9.30am. The President welcomed all members. 
 
1.  Present: 

  President:            Adel Abdelhamid 
  Secretary: Angela Norris 
  Treasurer: Paul Walker 
  Committee:         David Anderson, John Elliott, Jinny Fuss, Phil Gue, Jeanette Lunnie, David Parrott, 

John Smith, Barbara Travis.   
 

2. Apologies: Jill Allanson, Sue Phillips, John Zollo. 
3. Observers:   Nil 
4. Statement of Non-Disclosure The meeting confirmed that sensitive discussions at the meeting 

were not to be disclosed. 
 

5. Minutes of previous meeting 
The Minutes of meeting held 7 April 2018 were accepted with a comment from David A to reinforce that 
a report from a Director is not a complaint but a report of an incident. This could be the topic for a 
Newsletter article. 
  Moved: Phil Gue. Seconded: John Elliott.   
 

6. Business arising from minutes 
a) Australian National Championships are to be held in Adelaide 11 – 23 July 2020 in the Ridley 

Building at the Showgrounds which has been booked. Diane Marler applied  for the position of ANC 
Convenor, was interviewed, and appointed. She will report to the ANC Sub-committee of Adel A, 
Paul W, and Angela N. No significant expenses or investments will be made without discussion and 
approval.  

b) The question of SABA charges has been resolved and resulted from a misunderstanding. 
c) The Treasurer is the only person to have access to SABF bank accounts as all business is conducted 

online. No cheques have been written for more than two years. As a contingency plan, the President 
and Secretary should register their 100 points with the bank to be able to gain access in an 
emergency, with a copy of the AGM Minutes confirming their positions.  

d) Youth Committee. A meeting was held on 26 April with Barbara Marrett, David Lusk, Justin 
Williams and SABF sub-committee reps. It was agreed we need to plan support for Justin and youth 
players. Adel suggested we need to include youth players on the Youth committee. Phil Gue reported 
that historically David Stern involved lots of youth which worked well. It was suggested that Justin 
W could approach the youth players for volunteers, perhaps with help from David Lusk. Barbara T 
will make available a document targeting youth players which she and Lauren wrote about eight 
years ago. Agreed we need to ratify a Youth committee with Barbara Marrett as Chair and including 
David Lusk. Justin W to invite youth members. 

Moved: Phil Gue.  Seconded: Barbara Travis. 
The Youth team is to be congratulated for its good results in the ANOT. 

e)  Teacher Training with Joan Butts. Flyers have been circulated re training on 8, 9 September. 
Following lengthy discussion it was agreed not to invite non-affiliated clubs. The ABF is providing 
the training and has previously expressed concern re number of non-affiliated clubs in SA. Barbara T 
suggested that perhaps we could offer them something once a year to demonstrate the benefits of 
affiliation. It was suggested we should be more lenient with country clubs. Phil G suggested we 
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inform non-affiliates of the training as one of the benefits of affiliation, as part of a drive to 
encourage them to join. 

f) SABF Business Card – in progress. 
g) Disciplinary actions. The relevant correspondence has been circulated and the matter is closed. 

Agreed we made a mistake in not including all parties to the offending. Adel A did speak to one of 
the other offenders. 
David A has investigated a letter of complaint regarding a pair’s system and the experts consulted 
agreed the differences in their play were not significant, although one explanation was incomplete. 
Adel A to reply to the letter to this effect and point out it would have been more appropriate to raise 
the matter with the director at the time. 
The meeting agreed with a suggestion from David P that we amend our Disciplinary Procedures and 
form a sub-committee to investigate complaints and decide whether the issues warrant further action 
by SABF. President to assign a small group to proceed. 

h) David A and David P to follow up guidelines for Directors writing reports. 
 

7. Tournament committee report 
See attached Minutes of meeting held 9 May 18. Felicity Smyth has done a lot of work re team selection 
and a qualifying event for women. Agreed six tables are needed for viable averages. David A to ask 
players whether they prefer 12 or 14 board matches. May have NS and EW fields. The structure of the 
qualifying event (held for women only) will be determined by the number of entries. Country players 
may be offered free entry. There is a need to encourage younger women players to enter. Discussion is 
continuing regarding PQPs.  
Members were asked to check the draft 2019 program on the website. 
Agreed David A to proceed with writing an article about changes to PQPs. 
David A raised the matter of Phil Markey’s participation in next year’s State trials and suggested a 
suspended sentence on this occasion. After discussion it was agreed that while we sympathise with Phil 
and thank him for his honesty, we have to stick with the regulations. 
Seniors’ team. As there are two players with health concerns, we need to decide on a reserve player or  
replacement pair if a player cannot go. Agreed that 30 June is the deadline for players to decide their 
availability: if a player decides before 30 June he cannot go, that pair will be replaced by the next placed 
pair; if after 30 June, George Smolanko will go as a reserve. Agreed SABF would meet extra expenses. 
 
David A left the meeting at 11am. 
 

8. Club reports 
Bridge at Beaumont is to hold a Christmas in July Congress at Mt Osmond Golf Club on Sunday 1st 
July, limited to 30 tables. There are about 200 members, 107 home club members.  Barbara T’s wish list 
for the Club would be for more equipment (tables, bridge-mates and bidding boxes) but not essential. 
She may ask to hire three bridge-mates for the Congress. 
Glenelg.  Jeanette reported their Congress is being planned as usual. They have been very pleased with 
their Beginners and Supervised classes which have increased their membership. Three of their members 
have passed the Directors’ exam with flying colours. 
SABA. David P reported the Golf and Bridge Day at Goolwa was quite successful but unfortunately 
clashed with the Seniors’ Trials. 
Alexandrina. John E advised the Club is in a state of flux, about to change venue. Norman Bullen and 
John E are sharing the running of the club. No lessons currently but John and his wife Pat will mentor 
two new players starting soon.  
St Vincents. Annual Congress for under grand master players will be held on 17 June. Flyers to be 
circulated. 
Gawler. A new round of training with Barbara Travis started on Thursday with some new attendees. 
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9. President’s report 
ABF information has been circulated. The ABF Marketing Committee is reviewing how grants will be 
spent and wants $150 000 to promote bridge. Paul W is concerned this might be east-coast-centric. Adel  
will send the powerpoint presentation to SABF members to be discussed next meeting. The ABF 
Technology Committee advised the most risk we carry is in our scoring systems. Adel recommends we 
appoint a Technical Liaison Officer to keep in contact with ABF Technical Officer and group. Rex 
Whitford would be happy to do this. Jinny F said the online entry system needs updating, and John S and 
Barbara T said that good systems are available in Australia, but need support at weekends. 
Ratification of Teams and Captains  
Agreed to ratify Sue Lusk as Captain of the Women’s team, Zoli Nagy as Captain of the Open team, 
David Anderson as Seniors’ Captain, and  Lauren Travis as Youth Captain. Also agreed to ratify the 
Seniors’ and Restricted teams. The Youth team was ratified subject to suitable chaperone arrangements. 
The ABF will pay the fares of the Restricted team of Kim Brown, Peter Geelen, Peter Dieperink, and 
Bill Bradshaw. 
Uniforms are being arranged.  
Team Manager. Adel believes we need a manager and is prepared as President to volunteer for the 
unpaid position. He wishes to ensure that everything goes well. Agreed we appoint him as Team 
Manager. 
  Moved: David Parrott.  Seconded: Barbara Travis. 
See Handout re SABF Core Activities. Agreed we form a small committee to consider the activities, 
reject any not valid, and prioritise recommendations. David P will invite players to join. Barbara T, 
Moira Smith, David Gue, Jim Coffey, Norman Bullen, Jarrod Dunbar offered or were suggested. 
 

10.  Treasurer’s report  
The Treasurer had previously circulated the Bank Reconciliation, Summary of Income and Expenditure 
for SABF 2017-18, and Payments since the last meeting. He reported that our finances are looking quite 
good. Some ANOT payments are still to be made. ANOT costs are spread across different sections of the 
budget. Paul has invoiced TBIB who have increased their sponsorship from $750 to $1000. 
Capitation fees are to be invoiced in the next two weeks. 
Di Marler has sent an email re costs of team badges. Agreed we buy 50 badges, without names or 
competition title, which can be re-used. Adel to liaise with Di. 
Phil G suggested SABF buy a projector before the ANC. The Treasurer will consider this after ANOT 
finances are finalised. Barbara T volunteered Howard to find a bargain. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted. 
  Moved: Paul Walker.  Seconded: Barbara Travis. 
 

11. ANOT report 
Jinny F reported that ANOT Pairs numbers were up, Teams were slightly down. There were new caddies 
and floor managers with mixed results. The meeting agreed the ANOT was well run. Jinny is sending 
thank you letters to all workers. 
Phil G reported that the ABF takes a very dim view of errors with board dealing. There were also a 
number of negative comments re the cardboard wallets. Barbara T pointed out there was also a problem 
with the small yellow spots on the wallets for Dealer ie the template is not adequate. 
We would need about 200 sets of plastic boards which would cost about $20 000. We could hire boards 
from ABF but freight charges are horrendous. 
We have 1200 new packs of cards. 
Phil G suggested we purchase plastic boards. Paul W and Jinny F to investigate. 
Barbara T reported another difficulty was the inability to find the draw. Bridge-mates should be able to 
inform you who your next opponents are, as at SABA. 
Phil G said the draw should be printed out first, before the results. 
John S suggested we need an app for results and the new draw to be accessed immediately. 
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12.  Correspondence 
Tabled and circulated before meeting. 
 

 
13.  Education and Training committee report 

No report. 
 

14.  Any other business 
Paul W has agreed to continue as Treasurer this year. He has donated his $800 ANOT payment to the 
Youth Trust account. Thank you Paul. 
 
Phil G discussed with Adel A, John Zollo, and Bruce Neill the possibility of holding the Asian Pacific 
Championships in Adelaide in 2020. Historically Australia is an invitee, not a member, according to 
WBF. The Far East Congress will not be a selection event for the Open World Championships, held 
every four years, so the number of entries will probably drop. The biggest cost for Adelaide to host the 
event is the benefits for players, ie the welcome and farewell dinners and drinks (at least $1000 per 
team). Refer Ben Thompson’s 2017 Paper. Could we piggyback the event with the ANOT? Need to 
consider Easter 11/12 April, then ANZAC Day. Phil G strongly recommended checking the availability 
of hotels in the city and at Wayville. David P asked how much ABF would guarantee us.  
Adel A suggested a small committee to investigate, find problems and gaps, and ask ABF if they can 
cover these. Adel to write to ABF.  Jinny Fuss, Phil G and Barbara T to join the committee. We need to 
make a decision by the end of May. 
Jinny F pointed out it would be a good way to promote us and SA. 
Jeanette L suggested the committee consider the universities as a venue. 
Phil G said there is no licence fee, and also no prizes. 
 
The meeting closed at 12.45pm. 
 

 
ACTIONS: 
(1)    President and Secretary to register their 100 points with the bank. 
(2)    Justin Williams to be asked to invite youth players to join the Youth committee.  
(3)    President to reply to the letter of complaint.  
(4)    President to assign a small group to amend Disciplinary Procedures as agreed.  
(5)    David A and David P to write guidelines for writing reports. 
(6)    David A to write article re changes to allocation of PQPs.  
(7)    President to circulate ABF powerpoint presentation on Marketing to members. 
(8)    David P to form sub-committee to review SABF core activities. 
(9)    President to liaise with Di Marler re badges for Team members. 
(10) Paul W and Jinny F to investigate purchase of plastic boards. 
(11) Adel A to convene a small committee to consider holding Asia Pacific Congress in 2020. 
(12) All members to check draft 2019 program on SABF website. 

 
 
Date of next meeting, 16 June 2018 at SABA at 9.30am. 


